Our Lady of Mercy
70-01 Kessel Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375

Sunday December 26, 2021

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

We, the Catholic faith community of Our Lady of Mercy are a welcoming parish, striving to serve the diverse
peoples of Forest Hills.

Rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we value our celebration of the Eucharist and Sacraments, our proclamation
of God’s Word and our loving outreach and service to others.
Trusting in God’s love and mercy, and recognizing our need for grace, we commit ourselves to the spirit of
inclusion through community service, faith sharing, education, outreach and spiritual growth.

We dedicate ourselves to live as a dynamic, compassionate and open faith community that inspires both present
and future generations to claim the mission of Christ as their own and live it with joy and integrity.

PARISH CLERGY
Rev. Frank Schwarz, Pastor
Rev. Msgr. John McGuirl, Pastor Emeritus In Residence
Rev. Msgr. John Maksymowicz-Senior Priest In Residence
Rev. Mr. Dean Dobbins, Parish Deacon

RECTORY
Tel: 718-268-6143
(Fax - 718-544-3764)
Web Site - www.mercyhills.org
E-Mail - office@mercyhills.org
Business Manager: Deacon Dean Dobbins
Part-time Secretary: Ms. Sandra Luongo
Weekend Organist: Mr. Gary DiFranco
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9 A.M to 12 P.M. &
1 P.M. to 4 P.M.
Saturdays and Evenings: By appointment only
Sundays: Closed
Sunday Masses
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:30 A.M., 12:00 P.M.

Baptism: Contact the rectory to make an appointment
with the priest or deacon for the initial interview.
Baptisms are celebrated on the first and third Saturday of
each month. Instruction is required for the first Baptism
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 to 4:45 P.M.; For any other
time, please call rectory.
Holy Matrimony: Marriage arrangements must be made
at least six months prior to a wedding date. Call the
rectory for an appointment with a priest or deacon.
Anointing of the sick: This sacrament is available for any
baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering from
the effects of advanced age. It is also recommended for
anyone who is going to undergo serious surgery. Please
call the rectory to schedule an appointment for a priest to
visit your home. A communal celebration of this
sacrament will be scheduled twice a year.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory for a visit by
a priest or the services of a Eucharistic Minister.

Weekday Masses
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 A.M.
Devotions
Rosary & Divine Mercy Devotions every day following
9:00 A.M. Mass
Miraculous Medal Novena after 9am Mass on Monday
Holyday Masses - as announced
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy
Ms. Dana McCann, Principal
70-25 Kessel St.
718-793-2086
Secretaries - Ms. Revette Hinkson
Mrs. Donna Alleva
Office of Religious Education
Ana Tavares
Director of Religious Education
Side entrance of convent
(Call for appointment) - 718-268-6143
Email - olmercyreligion@gmail.com

New Parishioners are most cordially welcomed. Please
introduce yourself to one of the priests and register at the
Rectory.
SACRAMENTS

Ext. 28
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Sunday, December 26, 2021
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
Monday
9:00 AM
Tuesday
9:00 AM
Wednesday
9:00 AM
Thursday
9:00 AM
Friday
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
Saturday
9:00 AM
5:00
Sunday
9:00
10:30
12:00

PM
AM
AM
PM

December 25th
Donelda Ferguson
Msgr. Gerald Langelier
Father John Cremins
December 26th
Missa Pro Popolo
1. The Schwarz Family
2. Muller Family
3. Wisnewski Family
Anne Daly
December 27th
George & Steven Flaucher
December 28th
Ethel Timmerman
December 29th
John K. O’Driscoll
December 30th
John O’Driscoll
December 31st
Anna Piasecka
John Thu Pham
January 1st
1. Samuel Massero
2. Annette Jordan
Missa Pro Popolo
January 2nd
Herman Holzknecht
Purgatorial Society Enrollees
Joseph Labay

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED
Helena Conti

December 26th
The Holy Family Of Jesus Mary & Joseph
December 27th
December 28th
December 22nd
December 29th
December 30th

January 1st

If you are not yet registered in the Parish, please stop into
the Rectory Office for a Census Form
Monday thru Friday from 9am to 12pm & 1pm to 4pm

BREAD AND WINE
Many thanks for this week’s donation
of Bread & Wine given
in loving memory of:

PRAY FOR THE SICK
Frank Gaynor, Eleanor Merlino, Felipe Vallejo, Richard Eisenzopf,
Joann Sienkewicz, Fred Daheri, Mary Albert, Maureen Medina,
George & Margaret Bender, Virginia Winberry, Carolyn Kalnberg,
Frank Kalnberg, Patricia O’Sullivan, Christopher Kasten, Christian
Torres, Margaret Hefferon, Miriam Davis, Philip Aniguili, Vera
Garofalo, Ann Voll, Robert Manno, Maureen Aniguili, Keith & Viola
Sellons, Alice & Michael Coleman, Ed Parham, William Conologue,
Jonathan Chocko, Robert Palermo, Patricia May, James Leung, Ruth
Drucker, James Olmez, John Ginty, Mary O’Hara, , Maryanne
Whatley, Margaret Saume, Joseph Greve, Marko Russ, Peter, Gina
Ross, Joan Michelli, Robert D. Scudellari Sr., Patricia Coleman, Mary
Tardona, Mary Sarro, Diane McGinley, Cory Govier, Anthony
Capranzano, Musacchia, and for all of our parishioners who are
currently hospitalized or homebound.

James McCormack
by
John & Gladys McCormack

TABERNACLE LIGHT
Many thanks for this week’s donation of
the Tabernacle Light given
in loving memory of:
Margaret & Thomas Connolly
by
Lillian & Wendell Putz

POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION
December 2021

PRAY FOR THE ARMED SERVICES
Major Peter Sulewski, USA; Lt. Col. Patrick Davis, USA (JAG); Sgt.
Beau Parham, USA; Major Paul Lentz, USAF; Sgt. Larry Saume,
USA; Capt. Travis Swiatocha, USMC; ; SCSO Ajay James, (NSW)
USN; Sgt. Benjamin Bravmann, USA; PO2 John Schaefer, USCG; ;
Rev. Lt. Mark Bristol, USN; Rev. Col. James Krische, USA; and all
parishioners currently in the Military
Pray for all of our law enforcement officers, firefighters, and first
responders, who r isk their lives daily to insur e our safety.

Catechists
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the
Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and
creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.
January 2022
For true human fraternity
We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination
and persecution; may their own rights and dignity be
recognized, which originate from being brothers and sisters
in the human family.
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Dear Parishioners,
Msgr. McGuirl, Msgr. Maksymowicz,
Deacon Dobbins, and I, as well as the staff
and volunteers of Our Lady of Mercy Parish
would like to wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New
Year.
Although Covid-19 has been with us
throughout this entire year, it is important to
remember that as long as we have God and
each other we can overcome all obstacles.
This community has shown resilience and
courage as many people have come back to
Mass on Sundays, respectfully practicing all
of the safety protocols out of concern for each
other.
It is my hope and prayer that more
individuals will come back to regular worship
in the new year as our community is
strengthened by our faith in God, and our
love for each other. The Eucharist is central
to our lives as Catholics, and we should make
every effort to receive the “Bread of Angels”
in person. We can do so safely, and I sincerely
hope that this Gift from God of His only
begotten Son, who was born in Bethlehem,
will be received with gratitude. Be well, stay
safe, and I look forward to seeing you all in
Church.
Fr. Frank

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS
BEAUTIFYING OUR CHURCH THIS SEASON

HAVE BEEN DONATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Francis Morison
by
Ann & Children
The Finley and Delaney Families
by
Susan & Frank Finley
Veronica & James Mauro and Florence & John
Romano
by
Frank & Amelia Romano

Michael & Joan Minischetti
by
Tom & Mary Jane Rooney
Helen & Frank Dubiel and Helen & James Freeley
by
James & Mary Ellen Freeley
Fred & Pia Parham
by
Allen, Rita & Christine Gina
Thomas & Ann DiNucci
by
Their Daughters
Deceased Members of the O’Malley & Michel
Families
by
George & Tracy O’Malley
Anthony Belfiore
by
The Belfiore Family
James & Eleanor Gorman & Charles & Jennette
Markey
by
Carol & Patrick Gorman & Family
The Velasco & Scott Families
by
Jack & Olga Scott

Sunday, December 26, 2021
CHRISTMAS EVE
CAROLING /CONCERT
Please join the Adult Choir in church for a
concert of Christmas Carols 45 minutes prior to the
10:00pm Mass . All are invited to come early (9:15pm)
and celebrate the Nativity of the Lord with traditional
Christmas carols and hymns.

HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE
The Christmas and New Year Mass schedule is as
follows:
Friday, 12/24-Christmas Vigil Masses at 4:00pm,
and 10:00pm.
Saturday, 12/25-Christmas Day Masses at
9:00am, 10:30am and 12:00pm. NO 5:00pm MASS.
Friday, 12/31-New Year’s Vigil Mass at 5:00pm
will be celebrated in Latin and English
Saturday, 1/1-New Year’s Day Mass at 9:00am.

GOLDEN AGE CLUB
There will be no meetings on December 22nd and
December 29th. We hope that you all have a Happy,
Healthy Christmas and New Year.

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY
The 10:30 AM Mass on the first Sunday of each
month will be set aside for Members of the Purgatorial
Society. The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased
loved one in twelve consecutive first Sunday Masses.
To enroll a deceased loved one in the Purgatorial Society
we ask that a $25 offering be made to Our Lady of Mercy
Church, and their names will be entered in the Purgatorial
Society Book in the Rectory. The names of the enrolled
members will be printed in the bulletin in the month they
are first enrolled only, and a complete list will be posted
in the Church Vestibule. Please consider this as a way of
remembering a loved one.

MEMORIALIZE A LOVED ONE
Consider the possibility of a donation of the
Flowers for the Altar, Bread & Wine, Tabernacle
Light, Purgatorial Society, or the Memorial Worship
Fund in memor y of a special per son. Names of all
those memorialized will be published in the bulletin. Call
or stop by the Rectory to arrange your memorial

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE:
OBERAMMERGAU THE PASSION PLAY
The trip is from May 17th to May 26th, and
includes visits to Rothenburg Rebensburg, Passau,
Salzburg, & Munich. Bishop Octavio Cisner os will be
the Spiritual Director and Rev. Frank Schwarz will be the
Chaplain. For a brochure call Peters Way Tours at 516605-1551 or the email is peter@petersway.com.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
On Sunday, February 27, 2022, Our Lady of
Mercy will be sponsoring a winter blood drive for the
New York Blood Center in the Parish Hall
At present there is a very critical shortage of
trans-fusible blood. This shortage is in addition to the
normal shortage that occurs over the holidays and during
the winter months.
Please consider giving the gift of life by
attending the winter blood drive. More details will be
given after the New Year.
Thank you.
OLM Blood Drive Coordinator

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
The 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal campaign
begins with our goal of $77,953 So far, $79,642 has
been pledged and $77,174 has been received. Please
consider making a pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal,
and thank you for all that you do for Our Lady of Mercy
Parish. Remember, every dollar received over goal
comes back to the Parish to be used toward expenses.
You may also make your ACA pledges at the
following website, if you have not received a donation
request by mail: www.annualcatholicappeal.org

CONNECT TO FORMED!
FORMED, produced by the Augustine Institute,
is now available without charge to all parishioners of Our
Lady Of Mercy. All that is needed to visit the website is
Internet access and an e-mail account.
FORMED is an on-line resource for adult and
youth faith formation, prayer, sacramental preparation,
and so much more. There are books, audio talks, movies,
studies...something for everyone. This is literally the
Catholic Faith On Demand. The app can be downloaded
very easily to your computer or ROKU and also to your
cell phone or iPad so that you can enjoy the presentations
wherever you happen to be.
To register on FORMED:
1) Go to FORMED.org/signup
2) Enter our Zip Code, 11375, and select
Our Lady of Mercy.
3) Enter your name and email
If you already have a FORMED account:
1) Go to FORMED.org
2) Click on “Sign In”
3) Enter your email
4) Click the link in your email
5) You’re in! No more passwords!.
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Sunday, December 26, 2021

Dear Parishioners,
Once again this year for many of us the usual array of home visits and family reunions were reduced by the threat of the ongoing
coronavirus. All the same, just as you might be thinking that you have had your fill of family, the feast of the Holy Family arrives this year on
the day after Christmas.
You might feel slightly overdosed on food, and perhaps drink, parties, cooking, and visits, both obligatory and otherwise.
Unfortunately even during some of our more limited visits, especially if fueled by a drink or two, past resentments, tensions and quarrels take
on a new life. Parents might be yearning for the reopening of school so they can have some peace and quiet. For some folks the family was
even less around than usual or there is no real family, so they might be thinking "OK, enough! Let's get on with it - let's move on!"
But here is the feast of the Holy Family. The Scriptures really do not give us very much on the Holy Family. The two Infancy
Accounts in Luke and Matthew, the finding of the child Jesus in the temple recorded by Luke (today's Gospel) and then passing references to
Mary and Jesus' other relatives in the rest of the Gospels. So how does the Feast of the Holy Family challenge us to look at what it means to be
family?
Our tendency is to view the scene in Bethlehem with a great deal of sentimentality: the straw is clean, the animals have been spruced
up, the shepherds have shaved and are garbed in clothes that appear to have been at the dry cleaners during the week! Mary is clothed in light
blue and white, not very practical after a dusty seventy mile trip and a birth in stable. Luke's Gospel tells us that all of this transpired in the
filthy squalor of that stable, yet apparently there are no unpleasant animal smells or odors. Mary and Joseph are serene and calm and the Baby
looks as if He is ready to impart a blessing to the on-lookers. There is no colic or infant distress in this scene!
Particularly in Luke's Gospel the extraordinary is often veiled in the banal or the ordinary. So let's look realistically at the scene in
Bethlehem. This is the story of a young Mother (teenager probably) in a difficult pregnancy - an embarrassing situation. She heard from the
angel, Gabriel, but the rest of Nazareth did not! Joseph is perplexed until a heavenly revelation, but according to St. Matthew, Joseph had
contemplated a quiet divorce. He was a down-to- earth but honest character who worked with his hands. According to St. Luke they had an
uncomfortable 70 mile hike to Bethlehem only to find the town was packed because of the Roman census. The birth would be in a place
reserved for sheltering animals. Their first visitors after the Birth are shepherds, who occupied the lowest rung of society. At that time,
shepherds were thought to be unclean and not much better than the sheep they watched. Did Mary and Joseph understand everything that was
happening? Obviously not!
Jesus was born in a Jewish family in a Jewish context. The incident in today's Gospel from St. Luke gives us our only peek into His
adolescent years. Mary and Joseph and Jesus have gone on the Passover pilgrimage to the Temple in Jerusalem. On their return, they think
that Jesus is traveling with other relatives or friends. At about thirteen, He would have been considered a young adult and therefore Mary and
Joseph at first are not too worried about Him. (Even modern parents know how hard it is to keep track of their adolescent children!). When
they do discover that He is not in the caravan they return to Jerusalem to search for Him. After three days they find Him in the Temple
courtyards, listening to and questioning the rabbis and teachers.
Despite their astonishment, Mary asks the question on the lips of any
parent who even briefly lose a child; "Son, why have you done this to us. Your father and I have been looking for You with great anxiety,"
Jesus' reply almost seems rude. "Why were you looking for Me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" Of course, they did
not know or they would not have been in panic looking for Him! In Luke's Gospel these first words attributed to Jesus give an indication of
who He truly is. Luke tells us that Jesus was obedient to Joseph and Mary but of necessity He must also be obedient to the Father. Mary and
Joseph were amazed. Holy Family yes, but human also!
The Church calendar this last week gives us Christmas - a season of light - the light of the world has come - but it gives us a few
shadows: the day after Christmas usually is the feast of St. Stephen, one of the first deacons, who was martyred - he is followed two days later
by the Feast of the Holy Innocents, the children slaughtered by Herod in his paranoiac attempt to eliminate any competitors to his rule. This is
the cost of the Incarnation.
Another glance into the shadows: Mary would look down at the new Birth in the manager but she would also look up at that life
ending violently on the cross. One led to the other. Joy and sorrow! Linked together by sacrifice, faith and love. That's the Holy Family - that
often is our families!
When we speak of the Holy Family, let us put aside for a moment the cleaned up stable or the overly pious or sugary holy cards. They
tend to separate us from Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Pondering those pictorial presentations, we might ask ourselves: how could we be like that?
On the contrary, when we speak of the Holy Family, we speak of a family like ours. A Family that struggled and suffered and did not
always understand what was afoot. Like them we too must have hope: the faith that God does work things out. The following poem spells out
a more realistic view of the Holy family.
The Holy Family stands beside those who are struggling or worried.
They stand with parents worried about their children and their future.
They stand with those who may have left home to travel long distances.
They stand with those who may be in an unplanned and perhaps embarrassing pregnancy.
They stand with those who have seen their child or children bullied, scorned or rejected.
They offer consolation to the parents who have faced the unimaginable grief of the death of a child.
In other words, put aside the sugar and the Hollywood back-lighting, this family shared what is real for many past and modern families. But,
they endured - they trusted in God's will, difficult as that was at times.
Perhaps there is one difference between them and us - they did one thing that many of us don’t. They listened to angels, God
messengers, who spoke to them and through them to us. But the angels did not fill in all the details. Without knowing the details, Mary and
Joseph gave themselves over to God's dream. And with all its ups and downs, their life became a prayer.
During this Christmas season, we naturally gaze at the crèche - but we must look hard to see how Mary, Joseph and Jesus are our
models. To appreciate that, we need to look at them in the full. The wood of the manger would lead to the wood of the cross - a cross that is
often near the lives of many of us. The Holy Family had a full share of hardship, anxiety and difficulty. The divine messengers were few and
far between. They lived in times somewhat like ours but in their lives we see how to be people of faith, people of forgiveness, people of love;
in other words, to be holy people in holy families.
(Some ideas expressed above are from a homily Deacon Greg Kandra delivered at Our Lady, Queen of Martyrs on 12/26/12 - Thanks you,
Deacon Greg!)
Yours in Christ,
Monsignor McGuirl

Sunday, December 26, 2021
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Established 1921

GLASCOTT
FUNERAL HOME
102-03 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

James A. Puccio
Lic. Funeral Director

MITRA HAKIMI
Realty Group LLC

Licensed Real Estate Brokers

Dr. Anthony Ripani
Family Dentistry
718-520-6717

(718) 268-4466

Kazmierczuk & McGrath
At tor ney s F or
Iro nwo rke rs

Portofino
Superb Italian Cuisine

104-14 Metropolitan Ave. 89-80 Cooper Ave. (Cor. Metropolitan Ave.)
Se Parla Italiano
Rego Park, 11374
Forest Hills, NY 11375

(718) 268-5588

www.MitraHakimi.com

Fax (718) 263-3278

MORE THAN JUST A PAINT STORE COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE & LASER DENTISTRY
Paints • Supplies • Scenics•Wallpaper
718.268.7792

263-7880

Restaurant • Bar • Private Party Room

OF FOREST HILLS

718.544.2400

Long-Time Parishioners

(718) 261-1239

Mitra Hakimi

103-10 Metropolian Ave.

7 18.4 41. 5460

Where Old Friends And
Good Foods Meet
109-32 Ascan Avenue
Forest Hills, NY 11375

J & B Paint & Wallpaper Co. M E T R O S M I L E S

Etan Hakimi, Esq.

Louis W Gazda
Lic. Manager

www.metrosmiles.com

16 STATION SQUARE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375
718.268.1045

Kew Forest Plumbing

103-13 Metropolitan Ave. Forest Hills

“Serving Forest Hills Real Estate Needs Is Our Family Tradition Since 1910”

KUEBER REALTY

70-02 70 Avenue, Glendale, NY 11385

718-456-0800 • Fax 718-456-0700

Established 1990

Deborah Kueber

Licensed Real Estate Broker
103-08 Metropolitan Ave.
Forest Hills

www.ManorOktob erfest.com
73-11 Yellowstone Blvd. • Forest Hills

718-683-5290 / 347-526-2381
www.CBKueberRealty.com

Lunch Specials Starting at $8

Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New
American Bible Revised Edition translation is the
ideal Catholic Family Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section and
Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $69.99 post paid

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost
of _________ (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
post paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____

Telephone
(718) 268-7711

“Your Advocate for Good
Funeral Services”

Samuel Q. Baxter
1911-1985
S. Noel Baxter (Retired)
Wayne C. Baxter (Retired)

Over 100 Years of Funeral Services ~ Established 1906

Thaddeus W. Baxter
Danford S. Baxter
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