Our Lady of Mercy
70-01 Kessel Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375

Sunday November 21, 2021

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King

We, the Catholic faith community of Our Lady of Mercy are a welcoming parish, striving to serve the diverse
peoples of Forest Hills.

Rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we value our celebration of the Eucharist and Sacraments, our proclamation
of God’s Word and our loving outreach and service to others.
Trusting in God’s love and mercy, and recognizing our need for grace, we commit ourselves to the spirit of
inclusion through community service, faith sharing, education, outreach and spiritual growth.

We dedicate ourselves to live as a dynamic, compassionate and open faith community that inspires both present
and future generations to claim the mission of Christ as their own and live it with joy and integrity.

PARISH CLERGY
Rev. Frank Schwarz, Pastor
Rev. Msgr. John McGuirl, Pastor Emeritus In Residence
Rev. Msgr. John Maksymowicz-Senior Priest In Residence
Rev. Mr. Dean Dobbins, Parish Deacon

RECTORY
Tel: 718-268-6143
(Fax - 718-544-3764)
Web Site - www.mercyhills.org
E-Mail - office@mercyhills.org
Business Manager: Deacon Dean Dobbins
Part-time Secretary: Ms. Sandra Luongo
Weekend Organist: Mr. Gary DiFranco
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9 A.M to 12 P.M. &
1 P.M. to 4 P.M.
Saturdays and Evenings: By appointment only
Sundays: Closed
Sunday Masses
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:30 A.M., 12:00 P.M.

Baptism: Contact the rectory to make an appointment
with the priest or deacon for the initial interview.
Baptisms are celebrated on the first and third Saturday of
each month. Instruction is required for the first Baptism
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 to 4:45 P.M.; For any other
time, please call rectory.
Holy Matrimony: Marriage arrangements must be made
at least six months prior to a wedding date. Call the
rectory for an appointment with a priest or deacon.
Anointing of the sick: This sacrament is available for any
baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering from
the effects of advanced age. It is also recommended for
anyone who is going to undergo serious surgery. Please
call the rectory to schedule an appointment for a priest to
visit your home. A communal celebration of this
sacrament will be scheduled twice a year.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory for a visit by
a priest or the services of a Eucharistic Minister.

Weekday Masses
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 A.M.
Devotions
Rosary & Divine Mercy Devotions every day following
9:00 A.M. Mass
Miraculous Medal Novena after 9am Mass on Monday
Holyday Masses - as announced
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy
Ms. Dana McCann, Principal
70-25 Kessel St.
718-793-2086
Secretaries - Ms. Revette Hinkson
Mrs. Donna Alleva
Office of Religious Education
Ana Tavares
Director of Religious Education
Side entrance of convent
(Call for appointment) - 718-268-6143
Email - olmercyreligion@gmail.com

New Parishioners are most cordially welcomed. Please
introduce yourself to one of the priests and register at the
Rectory.
SACRAMENTS

Ext. 28
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Saturday
9:00 AM

5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
Monday
9:00 AM
Tuesday
9:00 AM
Wednesday
9:00 AM
7:30PM
Thursday
9:00 AM
Friday
9:00 AM
Saturday
9:00 AM

5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM

12:00 PM

MASS INTENTIONS

November 20th
1. Louis & Pauline Pfohl
2. Elsie Didier
3. Olivero Calderon
4. Jaime Ocampo
Johanna Van Nostrand
November 21st
Missa Pro Popolo
1. John Thu Pham
2. Mario D. Asaro & Santo Genna
3. Barbara Khorigan
Michele & Orsola Perricone & Deceased Family
November 22nd
John Jacques
November 23rd
Douglas Spataro
November 24th
Joan Minischetti
Thanksgiving Eve Mass
November 25th
Andrzej Witkowski
November 26th
Kathy Vitiello
November 27th
1. Richard Peterson
2. Evelyn Peterson
3. Stephanie Peterson
4. Billie Carol Peters
Enzo & Maria Di Graci
November 28th
Nellie & Maurice Rooney
1. Agnes Cloos
2. Miklos Palfy
3. Vincent Turzo
4. Paul (Panfilo) Agostinelli
Missa Pro Popolo

PRAY FOR THE SICK
Frank Gaynor, Eleanor Merlino, Felipe Vallejo, Richard
Eisenzopf, Joann Sienkewicz, Fred Daheri, Mary Albert,
Maureen Medina, George & Margaret Bender, Virginia
Winberry, Carolyn Kalnberg, Frank Kalnberg, Patricia
O’Sullivan, Christopher Kasten, Christian Torres,
Margaret Hefferon, Miriam Davis, Philip Aniguili, Vera
Garofalo, Ann Voll, Robert Manno, Maureen Aniguili, Keith & Viola
Sellons, Alice & Michael Coleman, Ed Parham, William Conologue,
Jonathan Chocko, Robert Palermo, Patricia May, James Leung, Ruth
Drucker, James Olmez, John Ginty, Mary O’Hara, Connie Bornhimer,
Maryanne Whatley, Margaret Saume, Joseph Greve, Marko Russ,
Peter, Gina Ross, Joan Michelli, Robert D. Scudellari Sr., Patricia
Coleman, Mary Tardona, Annette Jordan, Mary Sarro, Diane
McGinley, and for all of our parishioners who are currently
hospitalized or homebound.

PRAY FOR THE ARMED SERVICES
Major Peter Sulewski, USA; Lt. Col. Patrick Davis,
USA (JAG); Sgt. Beau Parham, USA; Major Paul
Lentz, USAF; Sgt. Larry Saume, USA; Capt. Travis
Swiatocha, USMC; Pvt. Tim Richardson, USA; SCSO Ajay James,
(NSW) USN; Sgt. Benjamin Bravmann, USA; PO2 John Schaefer,
USCG; ; Rev. Lt. Mark Bristol, USN; Rev. Col. James Krische, USA;
and all parishioners currently in the Military
Pray for all of our law enforcement officers, firefighters, and first
responders, who risk their lives daily to insure our safety.

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED
Daniel Abruzzo

November 21st
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
November 22nd
November 23rd
November 24th
November 25th
November 26th
November 27th

If you are not yet registered in the Parish, please stop into the
Rectory Office for a Census Form
Monday thru Friday from 9am to 12pm & 1pm to 4pm

BREAD AND WINE
Many thanks for this week’s donation of
Bread & Wine given in loving memory of:
Richard & Robert Hunt
by
Barbara Hunt

TABERNACLE LIGHT
Many thanks for this week’s donation of the
Tabernacle Light given in loving memory of:
Louis Morra
(101st Birthday Remembrance)
by
Robert Morra

POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION
November 2021
People Who Suffer from Depression
We pray that people who suffer from depression or burn-out will
find support and a light that opens them up to life.

MEMORIALIZE A LOVED ONE
Consider the possibility of a donation of the Flowers for
the Altar, Bread & Wine, Tabernacle Light, Purgatorial
Society, or the Memorial Worship Fund in memory of a special
person. Names of all those memorialized will be published in the
bulletin. Call or stop by the Rectory to arrange your memorial
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Dear Parishioners,
As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, and as we recall the many blessings we have
received in our lives, let me take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy and Healthy
Thanksgiving. Msgr. McGuirl, Msgr. Maksymowicz, Deacon Dobbins, and I are very grateful for
all that you have done and continue to do for Our Lady of Mercy parish. It has certainly been a
challenging year for all of us, no doubt, as we continue to deal with the COVID-19 virus. Church
attendance has been down, the collections have been low, and I know that many people are still
unsure about coming back to Church. Despite all this, however, I have seen such amazing
generosity on the part of so many parishioners. When our statues were destroyed, many of you
responded by giving to the statues replacement fund. I am happy to say that we will be dedicating
the new statues on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. This alone is reason to be grateful. It
shows how much you care and how much you love your Parish. You continue to support the food
pantry, which has been operating this entire time. The needy who benefit from this are grateful.
You have continued to support the Annual Catholic Appeal, allowing us to achieve our goal this
year. Those who benefit from these funds, including Catholic Charities, the Migration Office,
Seminarians, our retired priests, and many others are grateful. You have continued to support our
Catholic Academy through fundraisers and direct donations. Our students and their teachers are
grateful. In many and various ways you have shown how important Our Lady of Mercy is to you.
This makes me grateful to be part of a parish where people really care and remember. I hope that
you will join us for a Thanksgiving Liturgy on either Wednesday evening at 7:30pm or Thursday
morning at 9am so that we can together give thanks to God in the Holy Eucharist (a word which
itself means “Thanksgiving”).
May God bless you all and keep your hearts grateful during this Thanksgiving week.

Fr. Frank

**************************************************************************

Take the Journey
Pope Francis invites the entire Church to
reflect on a theme that is decisive for its life
and mission and to have the opportunity to
express themselves and to be heard in order
to contribute to the improvement of the
People of God and their church.

Join us for a Parish Listening Session
Our ideas and insights will be shared with the USCCB.
(United States Conference of Catholic Bishops)

Our Lady of Mercy Parish Hall
November 29, 2021
7:00pm to 9:00pm
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ATTENTION: GOLDEN AGE CLUB
There will be no meeting on Wednesday, 11/24/2021.
Meetings will resume on 12/01/2021.

THANKSGIVING MASSES
Thanksgiving Masses this year will be celebrated on
Wednesday, November 24th at 7:30pm, and on Thursday,
November 25th at 9:00am. There will be a loaf of bread, as
usual, for your Thanksgiving table. If you wish, you can bring
an offering of non-perishable food items for our Food Pantry.

Religious Education classes
on 11/24 & 11/25 are cancelled

COMING IN DECEMBER
Clothing Drive

The St. Vincent de Paul donation truck will be parked
in front of our church Sunday, December 5th, from 8:30am to
1:30pm, to accept new or gently used clothing in good, wearable
condition. Please do not give stained, ripped, worn-out clothes,
and do not bring clothing to the Church or Rectory prior to
the truck being here.

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY
The 10:30 AM Mass on the first Sunday of each
month will be set aside for Members of the Purgatorial
Society. The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved one
in twelve consecutive first Sunday Masses. To enroll a deceased
loved one in the Purgatorial Society we ask that a $25 offering be
made to Our Lady of Mercy Church, and their names will be
entered in the Purgatorial Society Book in the Rectory. The names
of the enrolled members will be printed in the bulletin in the
month they are first enrolled only, and a complete list will be
posted in the Church Vestibule. Please consider this as a way of
remembering a

CONNECT TO FORMED!

PREPARING FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Each year, we have some local families who come to us
requesting our help in providing Christmas gifts for their
children. We try to support these families by providing new gifts
of toys and clothing for the parents to place under the tree for
their families. If you know of a family that needs help or would
like to “adopt” and assist one of these needy families our “Be An
Angel” program, please contact the Rectory at 718-268-6143

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE
LIGHTING CEREMONY
Please join us for our Annual Tree
Lighting ceremony on Saturday, December 4th
after the 5 P.M. Mass. Join in the Blessing and
sing a few carols around the tree.

FORMED, produced by the Augustine Institute, is now
available without charge to all parishioners of Our Lady Of
Mercy. All that is needed to visit the website is Internet access
and an e-mail account.
FORMED is an on-line resource for adult and youth faith
formation, prayer, sacramental preparation, and so much more.
There are books, audio talks, movies, studies...something for
everyone. This is literally the Catholic Faith On Demand. The
app can be downloaded very easily to your computer or ROKU
and also to your cell phone or iPad so that you can enjoy the
presentations wherever you happen to be.
To register on FORMED:
1) Go to FORMED.org/signup
2) Enter our Zip Code, 11375, and select
Our Lady of Mercy.
3) Enter your name and email
If you already have a FORMED account:
1) Go to FORMED.org
2) Click on “Sign In”
3) Enter your email
4) Click the link in your email
5) You’re in! No more passwords!.

CHRISTMAS CHURCH DÉCOR

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

Once again, as in past years,
we would like to give the opportunity
for 12 Floral Memorials in honor of a
loved one. Each donation of $150 will
be applied to the floral décor of the
Church for the Christmas season, and the memorials will be
published in the Bulletin. If you wish to memorialize a loved one
in this way, please contact the Rectory office at 718-268-6143 by
December13th. Once the Christmas Season ends, we will return
to our usual weekly floral offerings.

The 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal campaign begins with
our goal of $77,953 So far, $79,404 has been pledged and
$73,549 has been received. Please consider making a pledge to
the Annual Catholic Appeal, and thank you for all that you do for
Our Lady of Mercy Parish. Remember, every dollar received
over goal comes back to the Parish to be used toward
expenses.
You may also make your ACA pledges at the following
website, if you have not received a donation request by mail:
www.annualcatholicappeal.org
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Dear Parishioners,
Many Americans have a fascination with the British royals. Sometimes it's hard to remember that there are royals in
many countries other than the United Kingdom or that our own country resulted from a revolution against Queen Elizabeth's
many times removed ancestor, George III!
Perhaps in particularly troubled times, some Americans, living in a country that is constantly in flux, view the
British royal family as an anchor of stability or continuity. The roots of the royal family reach back eons and in that way
they connect their subjects with their ancestors. Also In modern constitutional monarchies, the king or queen rides above
the political fray, which in itself can be refreshing.
As a Church we celebrate this last weekend before the beginning of Advent as the Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe. Until fairly recently most kings or queens had political power. Is it in that way that Jesus is our Lord
and King? Obviously not! Was it not Joseph Stalin who famously asked sarcastically: "How many army units does the
Pope have?" 120 Swiss Guard won't cut the cake! Jesus had even less!
Is Jesus our king in the way that Elizabeth II is the queen in Britain? A figurehead chief of state and a symbol?
Well, perhaps there are some similarities. Jesus points us toward our ancestors in faith - all of them like us created in the
"image and likeness of God". Jesus is what we are meant to be. Yet when Pope Pius XI instituted this feast for the entire
Church in 1925, most kings and queens were beyond their glory years and in fact only a few years previously the emperors
of three of the major European powers had lost their thrones: Russia, Austria/Hungary and Germany. What was the Pope
thinking? His timing seemed to be off.
Maybe what Pius XI was thinking is that in an age of increased secularism, and one that had experienced the First
World War and then the rise of fascism and communism, the ultimate rule is God's. Our readings this Sunday express that
divine kingship
First there is the vision of Daniel continued from last Sunday. In his vision Daniel sees "one like a Son of Man
coming on the clouds of heaven". This Son of Man is presented before the Ancient One (God) and receives dominion, glory
and kingship. All people will serve Him and his rule will last forever and "shall not be destroyed".
The second reading is taken from the last Book of the New Testament - the Apocalypse or Book of Revelation. Its
theme is similar to the first reading. Though Jesus often used the term of "Son of Man" to describe Himself, He is presented
here as the faithful witness (to God), Who by His sacrifice frees us from our sins and has" made us into a kingdom for His
God and Father".
At a time unknown, Jesus will reappear and proclaim God the Alpha and the Omega. The Alpha and Omega are the
first and last letters of the Greek alphabet and they symbolize God as the beginning and end of all things. Finally the Gospel
is from St. John and it is the narrative of Jesus' "trial" before the Roman procurator, Pontius Pilate. The Romans could have
cared less about Jewish theological disputes unless those disputes threatened their rule. Therefore the religious authorities
have explained to Pilate that the word Messiah had regal associations. The term harkened back to great Israelite kings like
David and Solomon. On Palm Sunday, some citizens of Jerusalem had greeted Jesus as if He was the Messiah. In that light,
Pilate's question is sensible: "Are you a king?" Jesus' answer makes it quite clear that His kingship is not of the earthly type.
If Jesus were an earthly king, Pilate would have had a revolution on his hands because "my attendants would be fighting to
keep me from being handed over …."
Jesus' kingship is a testimony to the truth. It's that for which He was born and everyone who belongs to the truth
listens to His voice. Unfortunately Pilate's retort is eliminated from today's reading. Pilate responds with the famous and
rather contemporary question: "What is truth?"
The truth of the Gospel and the source of Jesus' kingship is that God, the Creator and ruler of the universe, has
created us in His image and likeness (the very first Book of the Bible, Genesis tells us that) and though we have consistently
messed up, He calls us through the prophets to repentance.
Failing all other measures, He bursts into our history in Jesus of Nazareth. Every word and action of Jesus are those
of the Father but through the prism of our humanity. Each of those cures and miracles on behalf of others illustrated God's
desire to heal us and give us the fullness of life. The Passion and Cross are manifestations of God's overwhelming love for
us - a love so great that He would do anything to draw us into the fullness of His life. The Resurrection is, in a sense, God's
seal of approval, first and foremost on the life of Jesus but also it is a guarantee for all those who belong to Jesus' kingdom.
Yes, like modern kings and queens, Jesus attaches us to our spiritual ancestors. Yes, like them, but much more so,
He too offers us stability and constancy in an ever-changing world. But unlike them, Jesus' rule is over the hearts and minds
of people. His rule demands complete allegiance. Through Him we are allied to the One, Who is Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end, the origin of all things and the destiny of every one of us, who acknowledges Jesus Christ as Lord
and King!

In Christ,
Monsignor McGuirl

Sunday, November 21 2021
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Established 1921

GLASCOTT
FUNERAL HOME
102-03 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

James A. Puccio
Lic. Funeral Director

MITRA HAKIMI
Realty Group LLC

Licensed Real Estate Brokers

Dr. Anthony Ripani
Family Dentistry
718-520-6717

(718) 268-4466

Kazmierczuk & McGrath
At tor ney s F or
Iro nwo rke rs

Portofino
Superb Italian Cuisine

104-14 Metropolitan Ave. 89-80 Cooper Ave. (Cor. Metropolitan Ave.)
Se Parla Italiano
Rego Park, 11374
Forest Hills, NY 11375

(718) 268-5588

www.MitraHakimi.com

Fax (718) 263-3278

MORE THAN JUST A PAINT STORE COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE & LASER DENTISTRY
Paints • Supplies • Scenics•Wallpaper
718.268.7792

263-7880

Restaurant • Bar • Private Party Room

OF FOREST HILLS

718.544.2400

Long-Time Parishioners

(718) 261-1239

Mitra Hakimi

103-10 Metropolian Ave.

7 18 .4 4 1 . 5 4 6 0

Where Old Friends And
Good Foods Meet
109-32 Ascan Avenue
Forest Hills, NY 11375

J & B Paint & Wallpaper Co. M E T R O S M I L E S

Etan Hakimi, Esq.

Louis W Gazda
Lic. Manager

www.metrosmiles.com

16 STATION SQUARE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375
718.268.1045

Kew Forest Plumbing

103-13 Metropolitan Ave. Forest Hills

“Serving Forest Hills Real Estate Needs Is Our Family Tradition Since 1910”

KUEBER REALTY

70-02 70 Avenue, Glendale, NY 11385

718-456-0800 • Fax 718-456-0700

Established 1990

Deborah Kueber

Licensed Real Estate Broker
103-08 Metropolitan Ave.
Forest Hills

www.ManorOktob erfest.com
73-11 Yellowstone Blvd. • Forest Hills

718-683-5290 / 347-526-2381
www.CBKueberRealty.com

Lunch Specials Starting at $8

Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New
American Bible Revised Edition translation is the
ideal Catholic Family Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section and
Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $69.99 post paid

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost
of _________ (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
post paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____

Telephone
(718) 268-7711

“Your Advocate for Good
Funeral Services”

Samuel Q. Baxter
1911-1985
S. Noel Baxter (Retired)
Wayne C. Baxter (Retired)

Over 100 Years of Funeral Services ~ Established 1906

Thaddeus W. Baxter
Danford S. Baxter
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