Our Lady of Mercy
70-01 Kessel Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375

Sunday November 14, 2021

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

We, the Catholic faith community of Our Lady of Mercy are a welcoming parish, striving to serve the diverse
peoples of Forest Hills.

Rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we value our celebration of the Eucharist and Sacraments, our proclamation
of God’s Word and our loving outreach and service to others.
Trusting in God’s love and mercy, and recognizing our need for grace, we commit ourselves to the spirit of
inclusion through community service, faith sharing, education, outreach and spiritual growth.

We dedicate ourselves to live as a dynamic, compassionate and open faith community that inspires both present
and future generations to claim the mission of Christ as their own and live it with joy and integrity.

PARISH CLERGY
Rev. Frank Schwarz, Pastor
Rev. Msgr. John McGuirl, Pastor Emeritus In Residence
Rev. Msgr. John Maksymowicz-Senior Priest In Residence
Rev. Mr. Dean Dobbins, Parish Deacon

RECTORY
Tel: 718-268-6143
(Fax - 718-544-3764)
Web Site - www.mercyhills.org
E-Mail - office@mercyhills.org
Business Manager: Deacon Dean Dobbins
Part-time Secretary: Ms. Sandra Luongo
Weekend Organist: Mr. Gary DiFranco
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9 A.M to 12 P.M. &
1 P.M. to 4 P.M.
Saturdays and Evenings: By appointment only
Sundays: Closed
Sunday Masses
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:30 A.M., 12:00 P.M.

Baptism: Contact the rectory to make an appointment
with the priest or deacon for the initial interview.
Baptisms are celebrated on the first and third Saturday of
each month. Instruction is required for the first Baptism
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 to 4:45 P.M.; For any other
time, please call rectory.
Holy Matrimony: Marriage arrangements must be made
at least six months prior to a wedding date. Call the
rectory for an appointment with a priest or deacon.
Anointing of the sick: This sacrament is available for any
baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering from
the effects of advanced age. It is also recommended for
anyone who is going to undergo serious surgery. Please
call the rectory to schedule an appointment for a priest to
visit your home. A communal celebration of this
sacrament will be scheduled twice a year.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory for a visit by
a priest or the services of a Eucharistic Minister.

Weekday Masses
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 A.M.
Devotions
Rosary & Divine Mercy Devotions every day following
9:00 A.M. Mass
Miraculous Medal Novena after 9am Mass on Monday
Holyday Masses - as announced
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy
Ms. Dana McCann, Principal
70-25 Kessel St.
718-793-2086
Secretaries - Ms. Revette Hinkson
Mrs. Donna Alleva
Office of Religious Education
Ana Tavares
Director of Religious Education
Side entrance of convent
(Call for appointment) - 718-268-6143
Email - olmercyreligion@gmail.com

New Parishioners are most cordially welcomed. Please
introduce yourself to one of the priests and register at the
Rectory.
SACRAMENTS

Ext. 28
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Sunday, November 14, 2021
Saturday
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM

12:00 PM
Monday
9:00 AM
Tuesday
9:00 AM
Wednesday
9:00 AM
Thursday
9:00 AM
Friday
9:00 AM
Saturday
9:00 AM

5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM

12:00 PM

MASS INTENTIONS

November 13th
1. Joseph Labay
2. Julito Jumalon
3. Garrett Cremin
Missa Pro Popolo
November 14th
Helen Enigan
1. Alice Golden
2. Kresencia Schwarz
3. Rudi Schwarz
4. Marian Fojtik
Michael Albert
November 15th
Joseph Arrechia
November 16th
Rose Quenzer
November 17th
Raymond Medina
November 18th
Michael & Joan Minischetti
November 19th
Leonard Quigley & William & Andrew Kirby
November 20th
1. Louis & Pauline Pfohl
2. Elsie Didier
3. Olivero Calderon
4. Jaime Ocampo
Johanna Van Nostrand
November 21st
Missa Pro Popolo
1. John Thu Pham
2. Mario D. Asaro & Santo Genna
3. Barbara Khorigan
4. Jaime Ocampo
Michele & Orsola Perricone & Deceased Family

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED
James Ricci

November 14th
November 15th
November 16th
November 17th
November 18th
November 19th
November 20th
If you are not yet registered in the Parish, please stop into the
Rectory Office for a Census Form
Monday thru Friday from 9am to 12pm & 1pm to 4pm

TABERNACLE LIGHT
Many thanks for this week’s donation of the
Tabernacle Light given in loving memory of:
Andrew Cariello
by
Carolyn Cariello

PRAY FOR THE SICK
Frank Gaynor, Eleanor Merlino, Felipe Vallejo, Richard
Eisenzopf, Joann Sienkewicz, Fred Daheri, Mary Albert,
Maureen Medina, George & Margaret Bender, Virginia
Winberry, Carolyn Kalnberg, Frank Kalnberg, Patricia
O’Sullivan, Christopher Kasten, Christian Torres,
Margaret Hefferon, Miriam Davis, Philip Aniguili, Vera
Garofalo, Ann Voll, Robert Manno, Maureen Aniguili,
Keith & Viola Sellons, Alice & Michael Coleman, Ed Parham,
William Conologue, Jonathan Chocko, Robert Palermo, Cathy
Wilkinson, Patricia May, James Leung, Ruth Drucker, James Olmez,
John Ginty, Mary O’Hara, Connie Bornhimer, Maryanne Whatley,
Margaret Saume, Joseph Greve, Marko Russ, Peter, Gina Ross, Joan
Michelli, Robert D. Scudellari Sr., Patricia Coleman, Mary Tardona,
Annette Jordan, and for all of our parishioners who are currently
hospitalized or homebound.

PRAY FOR THE ARMED SERVICES
Major Peter Sulewski, USA; Lt. Col. Patrick Davis,
USA (JAG); Sgt. Beau Parham, USA; Major Paul
Lentz, USAF; Sgt. Larry Saume, USA; Capt. Travis
Swiatocha, USMC; Pvt. Tim Richardson, USA; SCSO
Ajay James, (NSW) USN; Sgt. Benjamin Bravmann,
USA; PO2 John Schaefer, USCG; ; Rev. Lt. Mark
Bristol, USN; Rev. Col. James Krische, USA; and all parishioners
currently in the Military
Pray for all of our law enforcement officers, firefighters, and first
responders, who risk their lives daily to insure our safety.

We welcome into our faith community, baptized in the
month of October,2021:
Giuliana Buckley

POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION
November 2021
People Who Suffer from Depression
We pray that people who suffer from depression or burn-out will
find support and a light that opens them up to life.

MEMORIALIZE A LOVED ONE
Consider the possibility of a donation of the Flowers for
the Altar, Bread & Wine, Tabernacle Light, Purgatorial
Society, or the Memorial Worship Fund in memory of a special
person. Names of all those memorialized will be published in the
bulletin. Call or stop by the Rectory to arrange your memorial
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Take the Journey
Pope Francis invites the entire Church to reflect on a theme that is decisive for its life and
mission and to have the opportunity to express themselves and to be heard in order to
contribute to the improvement of the People of God and their church.

Join us for a Parish Listening Session
Our ideas and insights will be shared with the USCCB.
(United States Conference of Catholic Bishops)

Our Lady of Mercy Parish Hall
November 29, 2021
7:00pm to 9:00pm
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THANKSGIVING MASSES

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY

Thanksgiving Masses this year will be celebrated on
Wednesday, November 24th at 7:30pm, and on Thursday,
November 25th at 9:00am. There will be a loaf of bread, as
usual, for your Thanksgiving table. If you wish, you can bring
an offering of non-perishable food items for our Food Pantry.

The 10:30 AM Mass on the first Sunday of each
month will be set aside for Members of the Purgatorial
Society. The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved one
in twelve consecutive first Sunday Masses. To enroll a deceased
loved one in the Purgatorial Society we ask that a $25 offering be
made to Our Lady of Mercy Church, and their names will be
entered in the Purgatorial Society Book in the Rectory. The names
of the enrolled members will be printed in the bulletin in the
month they are first enrolled only, and a complete list will be
posted in the Church Vestibule. Please consider this as a way of
remembering a

The St. John’s University Speech and Hearing Center
(152-11 Union Tnpk., Flushing) will be offering FREE
speech and hearing screenings from September 13, 2021
through December 9, 2021. Please call the center at 718990-6480 to schedule an appointment.
Healing After Abortion: Do you know someone who is
carrying the grief of a past abortion? There is always hope.
The pain and sorrow of abortion does not need to endure for
a lifetime. A “Day of Prayer and Healing” offers the
opportunity to experience the love and mercy of God and to
respond to His invitation to begin the journey of healing the
wound of abortion. . For upcoming dates, locations, and
confidential registration, or just to talk to a Sister, at the
Sisters of Life, please call (866) 575-0075 or reach us by
email at: hope and healing @ sistersoflife.org.

COMING IN DECEMBER
Clothing Drive

The St. Vincent de Paul donation truck will be parked
in front of our church Sunday, December 5th, from 8:30am to
1:30pm, to accept new or gently used clothing in good, wearable
condition. Please do not give stained, ripped, worn-out clothes,
and do not bring clothing to the Church or Rectory prior to
the truck being here.

PREPARING FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Each year, we have some local families who come to us
requesting our help in providing Christmas gifts for their
children. We try to support these families by providing new gifts
of toys and clothing for the parents to place under the tree for
their families. If you know of a family that needs help or would
like to “adopt” and assist one of these needy families our “Be An
Angel” program, please contact the Rectory at 718-268-6143

WEEKLY OFFERING ENVELOPES
Please remember to mark the amount of your offering
on the front of the envelope. Since the envelopes are used to
record your offering after the donation is removed, it is
necessary that the amount be written on the front In
addition, please do not staple, tape or alter the envelope in any
way. Thank you.

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE:
OBERAMMERGAU THE PASSION PLAY
The trip is from May 17th to May 26th, and includes
visits to Rothenburg Rebensburg, Passau, Salzburg, &
Munich. Bishop Octavio Cisneros will be the Spiritual Director
and Rev. Frank Schwarz will be the Chaplain. For a brochure call
Peters Way Tours at 516-605-1551 or the email is
peter@petersway.com.

CONNECT TO FORMED!
FORMED, produced by the Augustine Institute, is now
available without charge to all parishioners of Our Lady Of
Mercy. All that is needed to visit the website is Internet access
and an e-mail account.
FORMED is an on-line resource for adult and youth faith
formation, prayer, sacramental preparation, and so much more.
There are books, audio talks, movies, studies...something for
everyone. This is literally the Catholic Faith On Demand. The
app can be downloaded very easily to your computer or ROKU
and also to your cell phone or iPad so that you can enjoy the
presentations wherever you happen to be.
To register on FORMED:
1) Go to FORMED.org/signup
2) Enter our Zip Code, 11375, and select
Our Lady of Mercy.
3) Enter your name and email
If you already have a FORMED account:
1) Go to FORMED.org
2) Click on “Sign In”
3) Enter your email
4) Click the link in your email
5) You’re in! No more passwords!.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
The 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal campaign begins with
our goal of $77,953 So far, $79,194 has been pledged and
$73,312 has been received. Please consider making a pledge to
the Annual Catholic Appeal, and thank you for all that you do for
Our Lady of Mercy Parish. Remember, every dollar received
over goal comes back to the Parish to be used toward
expenses.
You may also make your ACA pledges at the following
website, if you have not received a donation request by mail:
www.annualcatholicappeal.org
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Dear Parishioners,
This Sunday is the last of Ordinary Time. Next Sunday is the feast of Christ the King. After it comes Advent. So it
is appropriate that the readings this week reference the "end times".
The first readings is from the Old Testament Book of Daniel (12:1-3) and the Gospel is taken from St. Mark (13:2432). Both are rich in symbolic imagery. This type of literature is termed "apocalyptic". It was common in the Jewish
community at the time of Jesus but rather rare in our own culture. A type of literature somewhat similar would be in the
action comics. In the stories about Superman or Batman, the heroes are usually endowed with super powers and hold to a
high moral code. Their opponents are often fantastical creatures possessed of great strength and fearsome powers. Yet
before you even begin to read the narrative, you know that the forces of "peace, justice and the American way" are going to
prevail. Nonetheless, these stories are exciting and action packed. We are not invited to question the source of funding for
the vast technological wonders that are often featured in the stories. In the case of Superman we are not invited to question
how a small child without food, water, oxygen or medical attention can survive the journey from the doomed planet Krypton
to earth! Since Krypton seems similar to earth, how is it Superman (a.k.a. Clarke Kent, "the mild mannered reporter for
great metropolitan newspaper") has super powers here but not on his home planet? How does he fly through the air defying
gravity but without any breathing devices? How can he have x-ray vision? If you ask these practical questions you ruin the
story. But even the most naïve reader understands that somehow goodness will win against incredibly powerful enemies.
We tend to think of the Bible as one book, whereas more properly it is a library of books. Its 72 books contain
various types of literature, which must be read differently. If we visit the library on Metropolitan Avenue, we certainly
would read different types of books in different ways. An instruction manual will not be read as if it were a historical
narrative! Poetry will not be read in the same manner as we might read a physics textbook! The same holds true in the
library of the Bible. One type of literature that we encounter in both the Old and New Testaments is apocalyptic. The
"hero" in this type of Biblical literature is God or His agent. The literature is replete with symbolic language and images.
The readers may never have expected to see the sun darkened or the stars fall from the heavens. What they did expect was
that the planetary bodies, which some of the nations around them worshipped as semi-divine, would lose their dominance
and that the God of Israel would prevail. Finally in the end times, the space and time dimensions in which we live will end
and God will be all in all. God wins no matter how powerful His enemies, who are often pictured symbolically.
In the first reading from the Book of Daniel (In Hebrew, "Daniel" means "God is my judge") we briefly meet
Michael (the name in Hebrew means "strength of God"), probably the archangel, who will be the guardian of the people
whose names are" found written in the book". Some will go to eternal life and others to "everlasting horror and disgrace".
The wise sages, like Daniel, "shall shine brightly" because they persuaded others to live by God's degrees. It was a hopeful
image for the oppressed Israelites. God will vindicate the just and punish the wicked!
In the Gospel, Jesus utilizes some of the same apocalyptic imagery found in the Old Testament Book of Daniel.
Typical of apocalyptic literature there is no particular time sequence. "In those days" could be any time. Nonetheless, like a
farmer observing his fig trees in the springtime of the year, we must remain alert. "But of that day or hour no one knows…"
We certainly do not know when the end of all things will come. We cannot even predict with accuracy the end of own life.
Yet, in either case as disciples of Jesus, we walk in the footsteps of the Master, recognizing that God has planned a destiny
for us with Him. "This generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place" is unclear in its meaning, but it
may refer to the post Resurrection generations of Jesus' disciples. In any event the Lord gives us a hopeful message but
challenges us to watch constantly and to live as if He could return at any time!
In Christ,
Monsignor McGuirl
****************************************************************************************************
I usually do not recommend books in this limited space; however, I just finished reading Bishop Robert Barron's
excellent book entitled Seeds of the Word Finding God in the Culture. A thoughtful parishioner left the book in Church to
be shared by others and I found it. In a foreword, Timothy Cardinal Dolan mentions that "Bishop Barron has a wonderful
ability to identify the ways that the message of Christ is present in places we might not always expect"
Bishop Barron explores contemporary movies, literature, comics and philosophies in order to discover "semina
verbi" (seeds of the Word). It is a masterful, easy to read book and I recommend it to anyone serious about evangelizing or
strengthening their own faith in our contemporary society.
For orders and information, kindly contact the publisher: Word On Fire, P.O. Box 170, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016.
Telephone number# 1-866-928-1237 or Email: sales@wordonfire.org or website: www.wordonfire.org

Msgr. McGuirl
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OUR LADY OF MERCY CATHOLIC ACADEMY BIG "THANK YOU"
NEW STAGE LIGHTING AND SOUND SYSTEM
The Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy warmly extends prayerful thanks for the many Our Lady of
Mercy Parishioners that generously supported our May 2021 "Race for Education" that raised $20, 000 for a new
state -of- the art lighting and sound system for the Lower Church Hall. This will greatly enhance the professionalism and general joy for both in person and virtual performance, party and fundraising events for the school and the
parish. The system consists of an Equity- theatre level proscenium and on stage multi-light LED system that can
make every color imaginable, produce special effects , and enhance spotlighting with breathtaking visuals. The
sound system consists of basilica effect drop microphones that enhance natural projections ,as well sound effects
and numerous other enhancements. We were very lucky that Our Lady of Mercy Girl Scout Troop #4587 provided
their robust talent to be the inaugural test our sound system and ensure that it was performance- ready for its' debut
at " A Happening Women", a play/musical premiere about Mother Cabrini , written and composed, respectively by
parishioners, Anna Marie Prono and Robert Kaufmann. Please see the Bulletin regarding" A Happening Woman"
for ticket information so you can see this new enhanced stage system in action. Again , many thanks from Our
Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy for helping us realize and share our dreams to make our school and parish a
premiere performing arts center for our community.

*************************************************************
THANKSGIVING RAFFLE -BLOCKBUSTER ITEMS
Please see Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy's Thanksgiving Raffle flyer enclosed in this bulletin and
around the church! $10 per chance/ $50 for 8 chances.
Super Prizes :
Two Free Round Trip Jet Blue tickets; Thanksgiving Dinner with turkey and trimmings for 8-10 people;
and sleek Vera Bradley ladies backpack. Fill out your tickets and return to school or rectory with cash OR
check payable to Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy by Tuesday, Nov. 16. Live Facebook Drawing at
12PM, Wednesday, Nov. 17. See flyer for details.
THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY!

Established 1921

GLASCOTT
FUNERAL HOME
102-03 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

James A. Puccio
Lic. Funeral Director

MITRA HAKIMI
Realty Group LLC

Licensed Real Estate Brokers

Dr. Anthony Ripani
Family Dentistry
718-520-6717

(718) 268-4466

Kazmierczuk & McGrath
At tor ney s F or
Iro nwo rke rs

Portofino
Superb Italian Cuisine

104-14 Metropolitan Ave. 89-80 Cooper Ave. (Cor. Metropolitan Ave.)
Se Parla Italiano
Rego Park, 11374
Forest Hills, NY 11375

(718) 268-5588

www.MitraHakimi.com

Fax (718) 263-3278

MORE THAN JUST A PAINT STORE COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE & LASER DENTISTRY
Paints • Supplies • Scenics•Wallpaper
718.268.7792

263-7880

Restaurant • Bar • Private Party Room

OF FOREST HILLS

718.544.2400

Long-Time Parishioners

(718) 261-1239

Mitra Hakimi

103-10 Metropolian Ave.

7 18.4 41. 5460

Where Old Friends And
Good Foods Meet
109-32 Ascan Avenue
Forest Hills, NY 11375

J & B Paint & Wallpaper Co. M E T R O S M I L E S

Etan Hakimi, Esq.

Louis W Gazda
Lic. Manager

www.metrosmiles.com

16 STATION SQUARE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375
718.268.1045

Kew Forest Plumbing

103-13 Metropolitan Ave. Forest Hills

“Serving Forest Hills Real Estate Needs Is Our Family Tradition Since 1910”

KUEBER REALTY

70-02 70 Avenue, Glendale, NY 11385

718-456-0800 • Fax 718-456-0700

Established 1990

Deborah Kueber

Licensed Real Estate Broker
103-08 Metropolitan Ave.
Forest Hills

www.ManorOktob erfest.com
73-11 Yellowstone Blvd. • Forest Hills

718-683-5290 / 347-526-2381
www.CBKueberRealty.com

Lunch Specials Starting at $8

Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New
American Bible Revised Edition translation is the
ideal Catholic Family Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section and
Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $69.99 post paid

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost
of _________ (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
post paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____

Telephone
(718) 268-7711

“Your Advocate for Good
Funeral Services”

Samuel Q. Baxter
1911-1985
S. Noel Baxter (Retired)
Wayne C. Baxter (Retired)

Over 100 Years of Funeral Services ~ Established 1906

Thaddeus W. Baxter
Danford S. Baxter

#150 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com • geosk@aol.com • Please Patronize Our Advertisers

