Our Lady of Mercy
70-01 Kessel Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375

Sunday October 3, 2021

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

We, the Catholic faith community of Our Lady of Mercy are a welcoming parish, striving to serve the diverse
peoples of Forest Hills.

Rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we value our celebration of the Eucharist and Sacraments, our proclamation
of God’s Word and our loving outreach and service to others.
Trusting in God’s love and mercy, and recognizing our need for grace, we commit ourselves to the spirit of
inclusion through community service, faith sharing, education, outreach and spiritual growth.

We dedicate ourselves to live as a dynamic, compassionate and open faith community that inspires both present
and future generations to claim the mission of Christ as their own and live it with joy and integrity.

PARISH CLERGY
Rev. Frank Schwarz, Pastor
Rev. Msgr. John McGuirl, Pastor Emeritus In Residence
Rev. Msgr. John Maksymowicz-Senior Priest In Residence
Rev. Mr. Dean Dobbins, Parish Deacon

Baptism: Contact the rectory to make an appointment
with the priest or deacon for the initial interview.
Baptisms are celebrated on the first and third Saturday of
each month. Instruction is required for the first Baptism

RECTORY
Tel: 718-268-6143
(Fax - 718-544-3764)
Web Site - www.mercyhills.org
E-Mail - office@mercyhills.org
Business Manager: Deacon Dean Dobbins
Administrative Assistant: Ms. Dian R. Malm
Part-time Secretary: Ms. Sandra Luongo
Weekend Organist: Mr. Gary DiFranco
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9 A.M to 12 P.M. &
1 P.M. to 4 P.M.
Saturdays and Evenings: By appointment only
Sundays: Closed
Sunday Masses
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:30 A.M., 12:00 P.M.

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 to 4:45 P.M.; For any other
time, please call rectory.
Holy Matrimony: Marriage arrangements must be made
at least six months prior to a wedding date. Call the
rectory for an appointment with a priest or deacon.
Anointing of the sick: This sacrament is available for any
baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering from
the effects of advanced age. It is also recommended for
anyone who is going to undergo serious surgery. Please
call the rectory to schedule an appointment for a priest to
visit your home. A communal celebration of this
sacrament will be scheduled twice a year.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory for a visit by
a priest or the services of a Eucharistic Minister.

Weekday Masses
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 A.M.
Devotions
Rosary & Divine Mercy Devotions every day following
9:00 A.M. Mass
Miraculous Medal Novena after 9am Mass on Monday
Holyday Masses - as announced
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy
Ms. Dana McCann, Principal
70-25 Kessel St.
718-793-2086
Secretaries - Ms. Revette Hinkson
Mrs. Donna Alleva
Office of Religious Education
Ana Tavares
Director of Religious Education
Side entrance of convent
(Call for appointment) - 718-268-6143
Email - olmercyreligion@gmail.com

New Parishioners are most cordially welcomed. Please
introduce yourself to one of the priests and register at the
Rectory.
SACRAMENTS

Ext. 28
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Sunday, October3, 2021
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday
9:00 AM

5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
Monday
9:00 AM
Tuesday
9:00 AM
Wednesday
9:00 AM
Thursday
9:00 AM
Friday
9:00 AM
Saturday
9:00 AM

5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM

12:00 PM

October 2nd
1. John Jacques
2. Bernadette Boyle
3. Alice Mlicko
4. In Thanksgiving
Missa Pro Popolo
October 3rd
Thaddeus Lubanski
Purgatorial Society Enrollees
Joan Minischetti
October 4th
Michael & Joan Minischetti
October 5th
Brian Cahill
October 6th
Tom & Grace Grande
October 7th
Elaine Stumpp
October 8th
Joseph Di Capua & Di Capua and Bifalco Families
October 9th
1. Louis & Pauline Pfohl
2. Emanuel & Joan Sauro
3. Frances De Biase
4. Ruth Huff
Peter Ruelius
October 10th
Missa Pro Popolo
1. Terry Hall
2. John Thu Pham
3. Ethel Timmerman
4. John Scibelli
Pauline Di Graci

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED
Vivien Surace

October 3rd
October 4th
October 5th
October 6th
October 7th
October 8th
October 9th

If you are not yet registered in the Parish, please stop into
the Rectory Office for a Census Form
Monday thru Friday from 9am to 12pm & 1pm to 4pm

TABERNACLE LIGHT
Many thanks for this week’s donation of
the Tabernacle Light given
in loving memory of:
Carol Polanish
by
Tina Mascoli

PRAY FOR THE SICK
Frank Gaynor, Eleanor Merlino, Felipe Vallejo,
Richard Eisenzopf, Joann Sienkewicz, Fred Daheri,
Mary Albert, Maureen Medina, George & Margaret
Bender, Virginia Winberry, Carolyn Kalnberg, Frank
Kalnberg, Patricia O’Sullivan, Christopher Kasten,
Christian Torres, Margaret Hefferon, Miriam Davis,
Philip Aniguili, Vera Garofalo, Ann Voll, Robert Manno, Maureen
Aniguili, Keith & Viola Sellons, Alice & Michael Coleman, Ed
Parham, William Conologue, Jonathan Chocko, Robert Palermo,
Cathy Wilkinson, Elsie Savarese, Patricia May, James Leung, Ruth
Drucker, James Olmez, John Ginty, Mary O’Hara, Connie Bornhimer,
Maryanne Whatley, Margaret Saume, Joseph Greve, Marko Russ,
Peter, Gina Ross, Joan Michelli, Robert D. Scudellari Sr., Patricia
Coleman, Mary Tardona, and for all of our parishioners who are
currently hospitalized or homebound.

We welcome into our faith community all those who were
baptized in the month of September,2021:
Julian Anthony Carbone
Gianna Elizabeth Mastronardi
Matthew Reed Wyszinski
Caroline Wyszinski

PRAY FOR THE ARMED SERVICES
Major Peter Sulewski, USA; Lt. Col. Patrick Davis,
USA (JAG); Sgt. Beau Parham, USA; Major Paul Lentz,
USAF; Sgt. Larry Saume, USA; Capt. Travis Swiatocha,
USMC; Pvt. Tim Richardson, USA; SCSO Ajay James,
(NSW) USN; Sgt. Benjamin Bravmann, USA; PO2 John Schaefer,
USCG; ; Rev. Lt. Mark Bristol, USN; Rev. Col. James Krische, USA;
and all parishioners currently in the Military
Pray for all of our law enforcement officers, firefighters, and first
responders, who risk their lives daily to insure our safety.

POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION
October 2021

Missionary Disciples
We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in
evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses
of a life that has the flavor of the Gospel.
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From The Pastor’s Desk:
Dear Parishioners,
I am happy to announce that our Holy Father,
Pope Francis, has appointed Bishop Robert Brennan,
currently the Bishop of Columbus, Ohio, as the eighth
Bishop of Brooklyn. Bishop Brennan has roots in New
York, having been born in the Bronx and raised in Long
Island. We look forward to welcoming Bishop Brennan
when he is installed at St. Joseph’s Co-Cathedral on
November 30.
I also wish to acknowledge that the Holy Father
has accepted the retirement of Bishop Nicholas
DiMarzio. Bishop DiMarzio has served as our Bishop for
18 years and has shepherded our diocese through some
very challenging times. We wish him all the best during
his retirement, which was delayed for two years after he
submitted his resignation as required by Canon Law at
the age of 75. Thank you, Bishop, for your years of
service to the people of Brooklyn and Queens.
In Christ,
Rev. Frank Schwarz
**********************************************

MEMORIALIZE A LOVED ONE
Consider the possibility of a donation of the
Flowers for the Altar, Bread & Wine, Tabernacle
Light, Purgatorial Society, or the Memorial Worship
Fund in memory of a special person. Names of all those
memorialized will be published in the bulletin. Call or
stop by the Rectory to arrange your memorial

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
This year’s annual Blessing of the animals
will take pace on Sunday, October 3rd at 1:15pm.
Please bring your pets and join us on the Juno Street
lawn, adjacent to the statue of St. Francis, All pets are
welcome. But please be sure to have your pets in a
secure carrier or on a leash for their own safety

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY
The 10:30 AM Mass on the first Sunday of
each month will be set aside for Members of the
Purgatorial Society. The Purgatorial Society enrolls a
deceased loved one in twelve consecutive first Sunday
Masses. To enroll a deceased loved one in the Purgatorial
Society we ask that a $25 offering be made to Our Lady
of Mercy Church, and their names will be entered in the
Purgatorial Society Book in the Rectory. The names of
the enrolled members will be printed in the bulletin in the
month they are first enrolled only, and a complete list
will be posted in the Church Vestibule. Please consider
this as a way of remembering a loved one throughout the
year.

50-50 RAFFLE WINNERS
Congratulations to the September 2021 Winners
of the 50/50 Raffle:
1st Prize: Jacqueline & Ruarri Rogan
$275.00
2nd Prize: Mr. & Mrs. Robert Marino
$137.50
3rd Prize: Ann Morison
$137.50
4th Prize: Mary Bernardone & Family
$68.75
5th Prize: John H. Vanier
$68.75

SUICIDE PREVENTION
PLEASE HELP
Tom Lambert, who has been the long time Custodian
for OLM and is known to many of us, is asking for our help
once again in obtaining donations to The American
Foundation for Suicide Prevention.
On October 24th, 2021 Tom will be “walking” in
honor of his daughter, Jillian Lambert, who his family lost to
depression five and a half years ago. The “Walk or Drive”
begins at 10:00am at Jones Beach Field #5 (meeting at
8:30am).
If you would like to donate to a GREAT cause, you
can do so leave a check (payable to: American Foundation
for Suicide Prevention) at the Rectory and Tom will make
sure that all monies are submitted on your behalf.
Or go to: https://supporting.afsp.org/team/272247

ATTENTION SINGERS!
THE CHOIR IS BACK!
The Adult Choir is resuming weekly rehearsals on
Wednesday, from 7:00-8:30 PM in the Choir Loft.
If you are interested in joining the choir please
contact Gary DiFranco at 917-626-7760 or email
olmercymusic@gmail.com. All are welcome!!!

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE:
OBERAMMERGAU THE PASSION PLAY
The trip is from May 17th to May 26th, and includes
visits to Rothenburg Rebensburg, Passau, Salzburg, &
Munich. Bishop Octavio Cisneros will be the Spiritual
Director and Rev. Frank Schwarz will be the Chaplain. For a
brochure call Peters Way Tours at 516-605-1551 or the email
is peter@petersway.com.
.ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
The 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal campaign begins
with our goal of $77,953 So far, $77,050 has been pledged
and $70,054 has been received. Please consider making a
pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal, and thank you for all
that you do for Our Lady of Mercy Parish.
You may also make your ACA pledges at the
following website, if you have not received a donation
request by mail: www.annualcatholicappeal.org

Sunday, October3, 2021
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Dear Parishioners,
Without a doubt, the Book of Genesis, the first Book of the Torah and of the Old Testament, is a source of confusion for
many modern readers. The title of the Book is a Greek word, meaning "Beginnings". For too long a time, in all Christian
communities, Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox, the entire Bible was read as if every book contained the same sort of literature. Yes,
Genesis is about beginnings but as those beginnings were viewed in a pre-scientific age. When I was home from the major seminary
for holidays, I remember my Dad challenging me on the historicity of the Book of Genesis, most specifically the first 12 chapters
which contain the accounts of creation. His sense was that if this book was not historical as we think of that word, then the veracity
of the entire Bible was at stake. For many folks Genesis was being read without any knowledge of the time, language and culture in
which it was written.
The Bible is not one book but many. It might more accurately be called a library, for in seventy-two books it contains
various types of literature: historical narratives, lamentations, Psalms and prophecies. For example the Psalms, found in the Old
Testament, are hymns often attributed to King David. They were sung at liturgies in the ancient Jewish temple in Jerusalem.
Fundamentally hymns are sung poems. The Psalms sing about our relationship with God but they also convey the entire gamut of
human emotion: love, betrayal, disappointment, praise, and sorrow. Like all poems, they were meant to appeal to the heart. It is also
good to recognize that the original language of the Old Testament was Hebrew and that of the New Testament was Greek.
It is not so different for us. A soldier who is overseas and writes or emails his girl friend might describe her lovingly in
terms of the beauties of nature: flowers, the sun, the moon, and majestic mountain scenes. If he is very dramatic he might conclude
by saying that she is the air he breathes, or the sunshine of his life. Now the young lady who receives that letter or mail knows that
she is not literally air or sunshine but rather she is so important to her boyfriend that she can be compared to these life-giving things.
His letter speaks to her heart and from that point of view it is absolutely true. Now, the young soldier could have written a letter in
which he lists his girl friend's chemical makeup. The description might be scientifically accurate but it would do nothing for their
romantic life because it did not touch her heart. Just as we know how to read a love letter, we must be able to discern the different
types of literature in the Bible, particularly the Old Testament.
This brings us back to Genesis. More than anything it was written to narrate our relationship with God the creator of all
things. In the modern sense it was not written as a science book!
In Genesis there are two separate accounts of creation and they do not agree in their details. In the first account of creation
God simply commands things into existence over a six day period (Genesis 1:1-4). God concludes with the creature "made in His
image and likeness" (us) and then "rests" on Saturday, the Sabbath. Then comes a second account (Genesis 2:4-25) some of which is
contained in this Sunday's first reading. In this account God forms man from the clay, almost like a a potter makes a statue from clay.
God breathes life into this single entity "the human being". (The Hebrew is: "ha adam", a generic term not yet a proper name.) The
word "ha adam" also means the earth, that from which the human being was made. The first account of creation had told us that man
and woman had been created, but now another account of their creation is given.
"Ha adam" gives names to all the animals of the earth. In the Hebrew mind this conveyed the idea that he had dominance
over all other creatures. We need not ask whether "ha adam" literally named all the millions of species of animal. Rather Genesis is
trying to teach that man is the creature in charge and yet among all those other creatures there was none like himself. To solve that
problem, God puts the man to sleep, removes one of his ribs and forms it into the first woman. Oddly the play on words for man (ish)
and woman (ishshah) works in Hebrew and English but not in every language. The woman ("ishshah") is made from the same stuff
as the man ("ish"). She is "bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh". God has created an "ezer kenegdo" (a Hebrew term meaning a
helper but one who corresponds to or is the counterpart of "ha adam"). "Ezer" usually meant a helper who give the assistance of the
type God can give. So this helper is like "ha adam" but of high esteem since she gives assistance as God Himself would.
When the man awakes from his sleep he recognizes the woman as one like himself ("bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh")
and that the two of them have a destiny together. The author adds an editorial comment that: it is for this reason that a man "...leaves
his father and mother and be joined to his wife and the two of them shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, no human being must separate."
These accounts were written well before the invention of many of the modern devices that assist our senses in surveying our
universe. The background of these stories was the worldview in which they were written. Theories such as the "Big
Bang" (formulated by a Belgian Catholic priest, Father Georges Lemaitre [1899-1966]) would have been absolutely foreign to those
who formulated the accounts. Nonetheless, in the beautiful narrative we read this Sunday, what does God wish to say to us?
In the second account of creation, the man and his wife are meant to be friends of God, Who walks with them in the Garden
of Eden. Genesis also teaches that the man and the woman are essentially the same but have complimentary roles to each other. The
two human beings are joined together in marriage in order to share God's creative power. The new existence they share is that of
"one flesh". It is for this reason that "a man leaves his father and his mother and clings only to his wife". It is this description that
Jesus invokes in today's Gospel
In the Gospel for this Sunday, Jesus takes two radical stands: the first is the indissolubility of marriage. It is primarily from
Jesus' statements in this Gospel that the Church take her convictions about marriage. Jesus also indicates that it is to those such as
children that the Kingdom of God belongs. Children were people of no stature in Jesus' time therefore to use a child as the exemplar
of who would attain the kingdom was a second radical statement. But the question arises - since we cannot go back to childhood,
what does Jesus mean?
He probably means that even as adults we must continue to be in awe of the world around us, God's creation. Children are
always open to new learning experiences. They are filled with questions about our world and everything in it. Normally they see
everything as awesome and good. Yet until they reach adulthood, they are dependent on their parents, and other responsible adults.
I think that we can draw from this Sunday's Gospel that the kingdom is most available to those who relish God's magnificent creation
for which they are the stewards. Like children, they humbly acknowledge that they are dependent on God, Who loved the universe
into existence and Who invites "the creature made in His "image and likeness" to share His life. Jesus tells us that it is to people such
as these that the kingdom of God belongs.
Peace,
Monsignor McGuirl
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2022 MASS BOOK IS OPEN

The Mass Intention Book for the year 2022 is
now open in the Rectory for requests. Anyone requesting
three (3) or more Masses must submit a written list to the
Rectory office. Please include the date and time that you
would like, the name of the person to be remembered (as
well as whether they are living or deceased), and your
own name, address and telephone number. We will do
our best to accommodate all requests.

Regis High School Columbus Day Open House.
Monday, October 11 @ 1–4 p.m. at Regis H.S., 55
East 84th St., Manhattan. Register in advance at
wwww.regis.org to attend in-person or contact Eric
Di Michele, director of admissions, 212-288-1100,
ext 2057; edimichele@regis.org. Regis H.S. is an allscholarship Jesuit school for talented and gifted
Catholic boys.
Holy Cross High School (26-20 Francis Lewis Blvd,
Flushing) is holding their Fall2021 Open House on
October 17th from 12:0pm to 4:00pm. For more info
please contact Mrs. Andrea Aloi (718) 886-7250, Ext. 524.
RSVP Required at www.holycrosshs.org/RSVP.
Notre Dame High School of Manhattan (327 West 13th
St.). will host its annual Open House on Sunday, October
24th from 2:30pm to 5:00pm. RSVP Registration required.
Visit www,cheznous.org for details. For further
information, please call the school at 212-620-5575,
ext.318.

The St. John’s University Speech and Hearing
Center (152-11 Union Tnpk., Flushing) will be
offering FREE speech and hearing screenings
from September 13, 2021 through December 9, 2021.
Please call the center at 718-990-6480 to schedule an
appointment.
Outdoor Flea Market at St. Nicholas of Tolentine
Parish (150-75 Goethals Ave., Jamaica). Weekends
through November 20/21. The flea market is located
in the St. Nicholas church parking lot. Admission and
parking are free. For information, phone 718-5911815.
Healing After Abortion: Do you know someone
who is carrying the grief f a past abortion? There is
always hope. The pain and sorrow of abortion does
not need to endure for a lifetime. A “Day of Prayer
and Healing” offers the opportunity to experience
the love and mercy of God and to respond to His
invitation to begin the journey of healing the wound
of abortion. Upcoming dates in the NYC area are:
Oct. 3rd, and Nov. 13th (Spanish). For more
upcoming dates, locations, and confidential
registration, or just to talk to a Sister, at the Sisters of
Life, please call (866) 575-0075 or reach us by email
at: hope and healing @ sistersoflife.org.

Retrouvaille Weekend
You Can Help Heal Your Marriage
Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry
with each other? Do you argue or have you just stopped
talking to each other? Does talking about it only make it
worse?
The Retrouvaille Program is for married couples
facing difficult challenges in their relationships.
Primarily
a
practical
program
to
improve
communication, build stronger marriages and help
couples reconnect. Presenters are not trained marriages
counselors, but rather couples sharing their personal
stories of marital struggles and the tools they used to
rediscover their love.
For confidential information about the
Retrouvaille program, or to register for the upcoming
weekend that begins on Friday, November 5, 2021,
please visit our website www.helpourmarriage.orgor
call 1-800-470-2230 and you will be connected directly
and confidentially to a couple from Long Island/Metro
Retrouvaille who can help.

FOOD PANTRY
The pantry will be open on Saturdays between
10:00am and 11:00am. There will be prepared bags to
pick up. Masks must be worn by all. And social
distancing will be observed.
We always need food to re-stock the shelves.
Some suggestions are: tuna fish, canned stews, hash, or
Spam, Chef Boyardee, powdered or Parmalat milk,
jelly, rice, instant mashed potatoes, canned or
packaged soups, packets of pasta & rice “Sides”,
canned fruits, coffee, tea, hot chocolate, cookies,
toothpaste, paper towels, bathroom tissue, soaps,
shampoos, and any other personal hygiene and nonperishable food items.
Important Notice: Since we Cannot distribute food
that has expired. Please Check the Expiration Date
on the item Before You Donate It. Thank You.

Our Religious Education Program remains online
for the 2021-2022 academic year and registration is
currently open. Please visit our website for more
information on registration: https://mercyhills.org/
education/religious-education/. If you have further
questions, email our office at
olmercyreligion@gmail.com or call at
(718) 268-6143 EXT. 28.
Classes began on Wednesday, September 22, 2021.
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Established 1921

GLASCOTT
FUNERAL HOME
102-03 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

James A. Puccio
Lic. Funeral Director

MITRA HAKIMI
Realty Group LLC

Licensed Real Estate Brokers

Dr. Anthony Ripani
Family Dentistry
718-520-6717

(718) 268-4466

Kazmierczuk & McGrath
At tor ney s F or
Iro nwo rke rs

Portofino
Superb Italian Cuisine

104-14 Metropolitan Ave. 89-80 Cooper Ave. (Cor. Metropolitan Ave.)
Se Parla Italiano
Rego Park, 11374
Forest Hills, NY 11375

(718) 268-5588

www.MitraHakimi.com

Fax (718) 263-3278

MORE THAN JUST A PAINT STORE COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE & LASER DENTISTRY
Paints • Supplies • Scenics•Wallpaper
718.268.7792

263-7880

Restaurant • Bar • Private Party Room

OF FOREST HILLS

718.544.2400

Long-Time Parishioners

(718) 261-1239

Mitra Hakimi

103-10 Metropolian Ave.

7 18.4 41. 5460

Where Old Friends And
Good Foods Meet
109-32 Ascan Avenue
Forest Hills, NY 11375

J & B Paint & Wallpaper Co. M E T R O S M I L E S

Etan Hakimi, Esq.

Louis W Gazda
Lic. Manager

www.metrosmiles.com

16 STATION SQUARE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375
718.268.1045

Kew Forest Plumbing

103-13 Metropolitan Ave. Forest Hills

“Serving Forest Hills Real Estate Needs Is Our Family Tradition Since 1910”

KUEBER REALTY

70-02 70 Avenue, Glendale, NY 11385

718-456-0800 • Fax 718-456-0700

Established 1990

Deborah Kueber

Licensed Real Estate Broker
103-08 Metropolitan Ave.
Forest Hills

www.ManorOktob erfest.com
73-11 Yellowstone Blvd. • Forest Hills

718-683-5290 / 347-526-2381
www.CBKueberRealty.com

Lunch Specials Starting at $8

Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New
American Bible Revised Edition translation is the
ideal Catholic Family Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section and
Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $69.99 post paid

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost
of _________ (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
post paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____

Telephone
(718) 268-7711

“Your Advocate for Good
Funeral Services”

Samuel Q. Baxter
1911-1985
S. Noel Baxter (Retired)
Wayne C. Baxter (Retired)

Over 100 Years of Funeral Services ~ Established 1906

Thaddeus W. Baxter
Danford S. Baxter
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