Our Lady of Mercy
70-01 Kessel Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375

Sunday August 8, 2021

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

We, the Catholic faith community of Our Lady of Mercy are a welcoming parish, striving to serve the diverse
peoples of Forest Hills.
Rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we value our celebration of the Eucharist and Sacraments, our proclamation
of God’s Word and our loving outreach and service to others.
Trusting in God’s love and mercy, and recognizing our need for grace, we commit ourselves to the spirit of
inclusion through community service, faith sharing, education, outreach and spiritual growth.
We dedicate ourselves to live as a dynamic, compassionate and open faith community that inspires both present
and future generations to claim the mission of Christ as their own and live it with joy and integrity.

PARISH CLERGY
New Parishioners are most cordially welcomed. Please
introduce yourself to one of the priests and register at the
Rectory.
SACRAMENTS

Rev. Frank Schwarz, Pastor
Rev. Msgr. John McGuirl, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Mr. Dean Dobbins, Parish Deacon

RECTORY
Tel: 718-268-6143
(Fax - 718-544-3764)
Web Site - www.mercyhills.org
E-Mail - office@mercyhills.org
Weekend Organist: Mr. Gary DiFranco
Administrative Assistant: Ms. Dian R. Malm
Part-time Secretary: Ms. Sandra Luongo
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9 A.M to 12 P.M. &
1 P.M. to 4 P.M.
Saturdays and Evenings: By appointment only
Sundays: Closed
Sunday Masses
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:30 A.M., 12:00 P.M.
Weekday Masses
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 A.M.
Devotions
Rosary & Divine Mercy Devotions every day following
9:00 A.M. Mass
Miraculous Medal Novena after 9am Mass on Monday
Holyday Masses - as announced
Office of Human Services & Pastoral Care
Deacon Dean Dobbins - 718-268-6143
Ex. 14
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy
Ms. Dana McCann, Principal
70-25 Kessel St.
718-793-2086
Secretaries - Ms. Revette Hinkson
Mrs. Donna Alleva
Office of Religious Education
Ana Tavares
Director of Religious Education
Side entrance of convent
(Call for appointment) - 718-268-6143
Email - olmercyreligion@gmail.com

Ext. 28

Baptism: Contact the rectory to make an appointment
with the priest or deacon for the initial interview.
Baptisms are celebrated on the first and third Saturday of
each month. Instruction is required for the first Baptism
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 to 4:45 P.M.; For any other
time, please call rectory.
Holy Matrimony: Marriage arrangements must be made
at least six months prior to a wedding date. Call the
rectory for an appointment with a priest or deacon.
Anointing of the sick: This sacrament is available for any
baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering from
the effects of advanced age. It is also recommended for
anyone who is going to undergo serious surgery. Please
call the rectory to schedule an appointment for a priest to
visit your home. A communal celebration of this
sacrament will be scheduled twice a year.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory for a visit by
a priest or the services of a Eucharistic Minister.

Page 3

Sunday, August 08, 2021
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM

12:00PM
Monday
9:00 AM
Tuesday
9:00 AM
Wednesday
9:00 AM
Thursday
9:00 AM
Friday
9:00 AM
Saturday
9:00 AM

5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM

12:00 PM

August 7th
1. In Thanksgiving
2. Oliverio Calderon
Joan Minischetti
August 8th
Missa Pro Popolo
1. Thu Duc Pham
2. Dr. Anthony Sileo
3. Maryann Orobello
4. Sandrine Baker
Zaida Alvarez
August 9th
Joseph Labay
August 10th
Joseph DiCapua & DiCapua & Bifalco Families
August 11th
Michael & Joan Minischetti
August 12th
Barbara Miller
August 13th
Margherita LaSala
August 14th
1. Louis & Pauline Pfohl
2. Peter Ruelius
3. Ann & Frank Angelli & Family
4. S.R. Thankakayan & Maxim Nivin
Louis & Eddie Tosi
August 15th
Leonard Quigley & William & Andrew Kirby
1. Maria Wasowski
2. Leke Noci
3. Sal Pullaro
4. Theresa Sevcik
Missa Pro Popolo

PRAY FOR THE SICK
Frank Gaynor, Eleanor Merlino, Felipe Vallejo, Patricia
Michel, Richard Eisenzopf, Joann Sienkewicz, John
Holtzknecht, Fred Daheri, Mary Albert, Maureen
Medina, George & Margaret Bender, Virginia
Winberry, Carolyn Kalnberg, Frank Kalnberg, Patricia
O’Sullivan, Christopher Kasten, Christian Torres,
Margaret Hefferon, Miriam Davis, Philip Aniguili,
Vera Garofalo, Ann Voll, Robert Manno, Maureen Aniguili, Keith &
Viola Sellons, Alice & Michael Coleman, Ed Parham, William
Conologue, Jonathan Chocko, Robert Palermo, Cathy Wilkinson,
Elsie Savarese, Patricia May, James Leung, Lisa Grippo, Ruth
Drucker, James Olmez, John Ginty, Mary O’Hara, Connie Bornhimer,
Maryanne Whatley, and for all of our parishioners who are currently
hospitalized or homebound.

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED
Maureen Rooney Cahill

August 8th
August 9th
August 10th
August 11th
August 12th
August 13th
August 14th

If you are not yet registered in the Parish, please stop into
the Rectory Office for a Census Form
Monday thru Friday from
9am to 12pm & 1pm to 4pm

TABERNACLE LIGHT
Many thanks for this week’s donation of
the Tabernacle Light given
in loving memory of:
Agnes R. Bedson (Birthday)
by
Carolyn Cariello

MEMORIALIZE A LOVED ONE
Consider the possibility of a donation of the Flowers for
the Altar, Bread & Wine, Tabernacle Light, Purgatorial
Society, or the Memorial Worship Fund in memor y of a special
person. Names of all those memorialized will be published in the
bulletin. Call or stop by the Rectory to arrange your memorial

PRAY FOR THE ARMED SERVICES
Major Peter Sulewski, USA; Lt. Col. Patrick Davis, USA
(JAG); Sgt. Beau Parham, USA; Major Paul Lentz,
USAF; Sgt. Larry Saume, USA; Capt. Travis Swiatocha,
USMC; Pvt. Tim Richardson, USA; SCSO Ajay James, (NSW) USN;
SPC Benjamin Bravmann; USA; PO2 John Schaefer, USCG; ; Rev.
Lt. Mark Bristol, USN; Rev. Col. James Krische, USA; and all
parishioners currently in the Military
Pray for all of our law enforcement officers, firefighters, and first
responders, who r isk their lives daily to insur e our safety.

POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION
August, 2021
The Church

Let us pray for the Church, that she may receive from the
Holy Spirit the grace and strength to reform herself in the light of
the Gospel.
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Revised Guidelines For Church
As of the weekend of June 5 – 6, the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days has been
lifted. With a view toward achieving 100% occupancy in a safe and responsible way, we are phasing in the following guidelines:
1. The tape will be removed from the pews. We still encouraged all parishioners to practice hand hygiene, and those who have not
been vaccinated to wear their masks.
2. We will bring back Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to assist the priests and deacon with the distribution of Holy
Communion. The distribution of the Communion Cup will not be available at this time.
3. We will place Hymnals back in the pews for use by our parishioners.
4. We will be bringing back Altar Servers in September, but if any Altar Servers wish to serve now they may come to the Sacristy
before Mass and make themselves known to the priest and deacon.
5. Offertory Processions may resume on weekend Masses.
6. Parishioners are still encouraged to receive Communion in the hand. If anyone wishes to receive Communion on the tongue, they
should wait until everyone else has received and only then approach the minister for Holy Communion.
7. Collections will continue to be taken up by the ushers using long handled baskets.
Holy Water will not be put in the fonts, but has been put in the Holy Water Tank if anyone wishes to take some in their own
bottles.
Although the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass has been lifted, we remind parishioners who are not feeling
well to please stay home. We will continue to live stream all the Masses for those who cannot come to Mass or who are not feeling
well.
We ask that parishioners please be patient during this time as we seek to return to normal. It will take some time for all of us
to re-acquaint ourselves with the “norms” of the liturgy as we had been accustomed.
.ANNUAL

THIS IS THE YEAR OF
ST. JOSEPH
PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH
This prayer can be added to
the end of the Rosary,
especially during this, the
Year of St. Joseph.
To you, O blessed
Joseph, do we come in our tribulation, and having
implored the help of your most Holy Spouse, we
confidently invoke your patronage also. Through that
charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother
of God and through the paternal love with which you
embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously
to regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased
by his Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us
in our necessities.
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family,
defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most loving
father, ward off from us every contagion of error and
corrupting influence; O our most mighty protector, be
kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle with
the power of darkness.
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly
peril, so now protect God's Holy Church from the snares of
the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of
us by your constant protection, so that, supported by your
example and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to
die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven.
Amen.

CATHOLIC APPEAL

The 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal campaign begins with our goal of $77,953 So far, $66,990 has been
pledged and $62,828 has been received. Please consider
making a pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal, and thank
you for all that you do for Our Lady of Mercy Parish.
You may also make your ACA pledges at the following website, if you have not received a donation request by mail: www.annualcatholicappeal.org

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY
The 10:30 AM Mass on the first Sunday of each
month will be set aside for Members of the Purgatorial
Society. The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved
one in twelve consecutive first Sunday Masses. To enroll a deceased loved one in the Purgatorial Society we ask
that a $25 offering be made to Our Lady of Mercy Church,
and their names will be entered in the Purgatorial Society
Book in the Rectory. The names of the enrolled members
will be printed in the bulletin in the month they are first
enrolled only, and a complete list will be posted in the
Church Vestibule. Please consider this as a way of remembering a loved one throughout the year.
The following individuals have been added to the
Purgatorial Society in the month of August:
Marija Babic & Branimir Babic

50-50 RAFFLE WINNERS
Congratulations to the July 2021 Winners of
the 50/50 Raffle:
1st Prize: The O’Leary Family
2nd Prize: Eleanor Sommero
3rd Prize: Mary Jane Brett
4th Prize: Eleanor Bologna
5th Prize: Lorraine Dolan

$275.00
$137.50
$137.50
$68.75
$68.75
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HELP REPLACE THE STATUES

FOOD PANTRY

Please join the Knights of Columbus - Our Lady of Mercy
Council and Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy in replacing the
statues of the Blessed Mother and St. Therese the Little Flower that
were vandalized.
In the early morning hours of July 17, 2021, the venerable
statues of the Blessed Mother and St. Therese the Little Flower, that
have stood outside our church in Forest Hills for decades, were
destroyed in an apparent anti-Catholic hate crime.
Artisans inspecting the damage have determined that the
statues are beyond repair and will have to be replaced.
Will you please consider helping us restore these proud
symbols of our parish?
If you wish to contribute, you can use your We Share
account, or the GoFundMe link of https://gofund.me/27d65a12 , or
send a check directly to the Rectory (please enter “statue
replacement” in the notation).

The pantry will be open on Saturdays between 10:00am and
11:00am. There will be prepared bags to pick up. Masks must be
worn by all. And social distancing will be observed.
We always need food to re-stock the shelves. Some
suggestions are: tuna fish, canned stews, hash, or Spam, Chef
Boyardee, powdered or Parmalat milk, jelly, rice, instant
mashed potatoes, canned or packaged soups, packets of pasta
& rice “Sides”, canned fruits, coffee, tea, hot chocolate,
cookies, toothpaste, paper towels, bathr oom tissue, soaps,
shampoos, and any other personal hygiene and non-perishable
food items.
Important Notice: Since we Cannot distribute food that has
expired. Please Check the Expiration Date on the item Before
You Donate It. Thank You.

We thank everyone for the good wishes, prayers,
and generosity that you are extending to our Parish during
this time.

SUMMER BLOOD DRIVE
OUR LADY OF MERCY
Sunday August 15, 2021
8:45 am to 2:45 pm Parish Hall

***********************************************

CONNECT TO FORMED!

FORMED, produced by the Augustine Institute, is now
available without charge to all parishioners of Our Lady Of Mercy.
All that is needed to visit the website is Internet access and an e-mail
account.
FORMED is an on-line resource for adult and youth faith
formation, prayer, sacramental preparation, and so much more. There
are books, audio talks, movies, studies...something for everyone. This
is literally the Catholic Faith On Demand. The app can be
downloaded very easily to your computer or ROKU and also to your
cell phone or iPad so that you can enjoy the presentations wherever
you happen to be.
To register on FORMED:
1) Go to FORMED.org/signup
2) Enter our Zip Code, 11375, and select
Our Lady of Mercy.
3) Enter your name and email
If you already have a FORMED account:
1) Go to FORMED.org
2) Click on “Sign In”
3) Enter your email
4) Click the link in your email
5) You’re in! No more passwords!.
***********************************************

SALESIAN SISTERS MISSION APPEAL
As part of the Diocesan Cooperative Plan, a Salesian
Sister of St John Bosco will speak at all of the Masses on the
weekend of September 11 - 12 on behalf of their for eign
missions ministries.
The Salesian Sisters are a worldwide community
spreading the Gospel on every continent working strictly in
mission areas affected by great poverty, disease, political
unrest, violence war and natural disaster. Their congregation
was specifically founded for the service of poor youth;
consequently most of their ministries will have an educational
thrust. They are grateful for the opportunity of sharing their
mission work here at Our Lady of Mercy and of benefiting
from your generosity.

Donate blood and take
in a ballgame. Yes, you read that

right. For the first time that I know of,
Our Lady of Mercy has been selected
by the New York Blood Center for this
upgrade. All donors that are able

to donate blood at our drive will
receive a voucher for two Mets
tickets.
That is the third reason to donate blood on Sunday
August 15th. First, you will help up to 3 people that need blood.
Second, the Parish Hall will be air-conditioned for a hot August
Sunday.
At every blood drive, several potential blood donors are
unable to donate due to low iron in their blood when tested. In
order to have as many donors as possible be able to donate, it is
suggested that you increase your intake of foods high in iron
(spinach, beans, peas, lentils, soybeans, pumpkin seeds, oats,
potatoes, beef liver, sardines) several days prior.
To make an appointment, please go to NYBC.org. Use
the Donate Blood tab (under the New York Blood Center logo)
and when the drop down appears, click on Schedule Donation.
Click on the Sponsor Name Search tab and then enter Our Lady of
Mercy. Enter 08/15/2021 in both the Start Date and End Date
boxes, and click on Search. On the next page, click on Schedule
and when the next page appears, choose Whole Blood or
Automated Red Cell (double red cell donation) and then select
your donation time.
. You may also schedule an appointment by calling
the Blood Center at 1-800-933-2566.
For the safety of donors and Blood Center workers,
donors must wear masks and observe social distancing
throughout the entire donation process. Remember to bring your
donor card or your donor ID number, if you have one, and a photo
ID on August 15th. Eat a good meal before donating and do not
skip breakfast .
Please help save a life.
Thank you
OLM Blood Drive Coordinator
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Dear Parishioners,
Again this week the Gospel at Sunday Mass is a continuation of the long Bread of Life Discourse taken
from St. John's Gospel. The entire Discourse is what is known in Biblical terms as a "midrash", that is, an
extended reflection on a specific Biblical text. In this case, the text is from the Old Testament Book of Exodus
(Exodus 16:4-5). The Hebrew people, having been freed from slavery in Egypt, are grumbling in the desert
because of the lack of food. God sends them "manna", "the bread from heaven". Using that text as a jump off
point, Jesus speaks of the true bread that has come down from heaven. God initially provided the manna as a
temporary manifestation of His concern for the Hebrew people. Now many centuries later, Jesus proclaims that
He is the bread from heaven and "whoever eats this Bread will live forever; and the Bread that I will give is my
flesh for the life of the world".
"The bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world." Jesus is not only God's agent in the
world. He is much more than that - His humanity is a prism, through which God enters into our human
condition. He is God made flesh.
From the beginning, Christians have believed that Jesus is present under the appearances of the
Eucharistic bread and wine. It took centuries of discussion by great minds to develop a language sufficient to
describing this mystery. "Transubstantiation" was the term developed by St. Thomas Aquinas and other
medieval theologians in order to speak of this unique Presence. What it means is that at the most basic level,
the Lord Jesus is present. His deepest reality has replaced the deepest reality (the substance) of the bread and
wine, though their "accidents" (the tangible elements available to taste, sight and sensory perception) remain the
same. This is a fundamental dogma of Catholic Christian faith.
In ordinary circumstances for a healthy Catholic deliberately to refrain from participation in the
Eucharist was always seen as a dereliction of faith. It was termed a "mortal sin" because the individual
Christian was depriving him or herself of "the living bread that comes down from heaven". Normal food
provides for the continuation of physical life. Such was the manna in the desert. The Eucharistic bread and
wine certainly resemble the ordinary foodstuffs of bread and wine. But just as ordinary food is necessary for
natural life, the Eucharist is necessary to maintain spiritual life.
Without a doubt, fine liturgical music, good preaching, and a friendly congregation enhance the
celebration of the Eucharist but the Lord's Presence does not depend on those important elements. Much more
easily than in the past, people are choosing their Catholic parishes on the basis of their personal tastes in music,
art, preaching and fellowship. This may be well and good provided that the underlying and essential Reality is
never forgotten. Jesus is the "bread from heaven" and we, who have been identified with Him at Baptism, need
this Bread and Wine to develop and grow into that New Man or Woman, who is an icon of the Lord Jesus. At
conception and then birth we are identified with the human race and need food to mature into adults in the
human community. At Baptism we enter the family of God and need the Eucharist to grow in that family.
Some feel that the Eucharist is but a symbol, or only a representation of a profound reality. To quote the
late Catholic author, Flannery O'Connor: "If it’s (only) a symbol, the hell with it." Many of our ancestors were
persecuted and died not for a symbol but for the profound reality Itself. The old Baltimore Catechism said:
"Jesus present Body, Blood, Soul and divinity"; in other words, the Risen Lord is fully present to feed and give
eternal life to His people, to the brothers and sisters bound to Him in Baptism.
In Christ,
Monsignor McGuirl

Sunday, August 08, 2021
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OKTOBERFEST
Sponsored by OLM Council No. 17652

OLM PARISH’S FIRST SOCIAL GATHERING IN OVER 18 MONTHS
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2021 IN THE PARISH HALL
From 6pm to 10pm

Established 1921

GLASCOTT
FUNERAL HOME
102-03 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

James A. Puccio
Lic. Funeral Director

Dr. Anthony Ripani
Family Dentistry
718-520-6717

MITRA HAKIMI
Realty Group LLC

(718) 268-4466

Kazmierczuk & McGrath
At tor ney s F or
Iro nwo rke rs

Portofino
Superb Italian Cuisine

104-14 Metropolitan Ave. 89-80 Cooper Ave. (Cor. Metropolitan Ave.)
Rego Park, 11374
Se Parla Italiano
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Licensed Real Estate Brokers

(718) 268-5588
www.MitraHakimi.com

Louis W Gazda
Lic. Manager

7 1 8 .4 4 1 . 5 4 6 0

Long-Time Parishioners

Where Old Friends And
Good Foods Meet
109-32 Ascan Avenue
Forest Hills, NY 11375

(718) 261-1239

J & B Paint & Wallpaper Co. M E T R O S M I L E S

Etan Hakimi, Esq.

Fax (718) 263-3278

Mitra Hakimi

MORE THAN JUST A PAINT STORE COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE & LASER DENTISTRY
Paints • Supplies • Scenics•Wallpaper
718.268.7792

263-7880

103-10 Metropolian Ave.

Restaurant • Bar • Private Party Room

OF FOREST HILLS

718.544.2400

www.metrosmiles.com

16 STATION SQUARE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375
718.268.1045

Kew Forest Plumbing

103-13 Metropolitan Ave. Forest Hills

“Serving Forest Hills Real Estate Needs Is Our Family Tradition Since 1910”

KUEBER REALTY

70-02 70 Avenue, Glendale, NY 11385

718-456-0800 • Fax 718-456-0700

Established 1990

Deborah Kueber

Licensed Real Estate Broker
103-08 Metropolitan Ave.
Forest Hills

www.ManorOktob erfest.com
73-11 Yellowstone Blvd. • Forest Hills

Lunch Specials Starting at $8

718-683-5290 / 347-526-2381
www.CBKueberRealty.com

Have Questions About 2021 Medicare Advantage Plans?

I Have Answers!

Call or text me, Gigliola Manrique to learn more now
at 917.548.9278 or gigliola.manrique@empireblue.com

Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New
American Bible Revised Edition translation is the
ideal Catholic Family Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section and
Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $69.99 post paid

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost
of _________ (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
post paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____

Telephone
(718) 268-7711

“Your Advocate for Good
Funeral Services”

Samuel Q. Baxter
1911-1985
S. Noel Baxter (Retired)
Wayne C. Baxter (Retired)

Over 100 Years of Funeral Services ~ Established 1906

Thaddeus W. Baxter
Danford S. Baxter
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