Our Lady of Mercy
70-01 Kessel Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375

Sunday June 20, 2021

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

We, the Catholic faith community of Our Lady of Mercy are a welcoming parish, striving to serve the diverse
peoples of Forest Hills.

Rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we value our celebration of the Eucharist and Sacraments, our proclamation
of God’s Word and our loving outreach and service to others.
Trusting in God’s love and mercy, and recognizing our need for grace, we commit ourselves to the spirit of
inclusion through community service, faith sharing, education, outreach and spiritual growth.

We dedicate ourselves to live as a dynamic, compassionate and open faith community that inspires both present
and future generations to claim the mission of Christ as their own and live it with joy and integrity.

PARISH CLERGY
New Parishioners are most cordially welcomed. Please
introduce yourself to one of the priests and register at the
Rectory.
SACRAMENTS

Rev. Frank Schwarz, Pastor
Rev. Msgr. John McGuirl, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Mr. Dean Dobbins, Parish Deacon

RECTORY
Tel: 718-268-6143
(Fax - 718-544-3764)
Web Site - www.mercyhills.org
E-Mail - office@mercyhills.org
Weekend Organist: Mr. Gary DiFranco
Administrative Assistant: Ms. Dian R. Malm
Part-time Secretary: Ms. Sandra Luongo
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9 A.M to 12 P.M. &
1 P.M. to 4 P.M.
Saturdays and Evenings: By appointment only
Sundays: Closed
Sunday Masses
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:30 A.M., 12:00 P.M.
Weekday Masses
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 A.M.
Devotions
Rosary & Divine Mercy Devotions every day following
9:00 A.M. Mass
Miraculous Medal Novena after 9am Mass on Monday
Holyday Masses - as announced
Office of Human Services & Pastoral Care
Deacon Dean Dobbins - 718-268-6143
Ex. 14
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy
Ms. Dana McCann, Principal
70-25 Kessel St.
718-793-2086
Secretaries - Ms. Revette Hinkson
Mrs. Donna Alleva
Office of Religious Education
Ana Tavares
Director of Religious Education
Side entrance of convent
(Call for appointment) - 718-268-6143
Email - olmercyreligion@gmail.com

Ext. 28

Baptism: Contact the rectory to make an appointment
with the priest or deacon for the initial interview.
Baptisms are celebrated on the first and third Saturday of
each month. Instruction is required for the first Baptism
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 to 4:45 P.M.; For any other
time, please call rectory.
Holy Matrimony: Marriage arrangements must be made
at least six months prior to a wedding date. Call the
rectory for an appointment with a priest or deacon.
Anointing of the sick: This sacrament is available for any
baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering from
the effects of advanced age. It is also recommended for
anyone who is going to undergo serious surgery. Please
call the rectory to schedule an appointment for a priest to
visit your home. A communal celebration of this
sacrament will be scheduled twice a year.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory for a visit by
a priest or the services of a Eucharistic Minister.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday
9:00 AM

5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00PM
Monday
9:00 AM
Tuesday
9:00 AM
Wednesday
9:00 AM
Thursday
9:00 AM
Friday
9:00 AM
Saturday
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM

June 19th
1. Louis & Pauline Pfohl
2. Lydia Flores
3. Margaret Galella
4. James R. Beaudry
Missa Pro Popolo
June 20th
Father’s Day Novena
1. Ryszard Jedrak
2. Jozef Grebowiec
3. Terry Hall
Arnold Davis
June 21st
Father’s Day Novena
June 22nd
Father’s Day Novena
June 23rd
Father’s Day Novena
June 24th
Father’s Day Novena
June 25th
Father’s Day Novena
June 26th
1. Eugenia Ardeleanu
2. Arthur Savarese
3. Martin Noci & Family (Living Intention)
Father’s Day Novena
June 27th
Missa Pro Popolo
1. Daniel Cahill
2. Maria Salve Amparo
3. Justa Gonzales
Father’s Day Novena

PRAY FOR THE SICK
Frank Gaynor, Eleanor Merlino, Felipe Vallejo,
Patricia Michel, Richard Eisenzopf, Joann Sienkewicz,
John Holtzknecht, Fred Daheri, Mary Albert, Maureen
Medina, George & Margaret Bender, Virginia
Winberry, Carolyn Kalnberg, Frank Kalnberg, Patricia
O’Sullivan, Christopher Kasten, Christian Torres,
Margaret Hefferon, Miriam Davis, Philip Aniguili,
Vera Garofalo, Ann Voll, Robert Manno, Maureen Aniguili, Keith &
Viola Sellons, Alice & Michael Coleman, Ed Parham, William
Conologue, Jonathan Chocko, Robert Palermo, Cathy Wilkinson,
Elsie Savarese, Patricia May, James Leung, Lisa Grippo, Ruth
Drucker, James Olmez, and for all of our parishioners who are
currently hospitalized or homebound.

PRAY FOR THE ARMED SERVICES
Major Peter Sulewski, USA; Lt. Col. Patrick Davis, USA
(JAG); Sgt. Beau Parham, USA; Major Paul Lentz,
USAF; Sgt. Larry Saume, USA; Capt. Travis Swiatocha,
USMC; Pvt. Tim Richardson, USA; SCSO Ajay James,
(NSW) USN; SPC Benjamin Bravmann; USA; PO2 John
Schaefer, USCG; ; Rev. Lt. Mark Bristol, USN; Rev. Col.
James Krische, USA; and all parishioners currently in the Military
Pray for all of our law enforcement officers, firefighters, and first
responders, who r isk their lives daily to insur e our safety.

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED
Elaine Stumpp
Deanna Lancer

June 20th
June 21st
June 22nd
June 23rd
June 24th
June 25th
June 26th

If you are not yet registered in the Parish, please stop into the
Rectory Office for a Census Form
Monday thru Friday from 9am to 4pm.

BREAD AND WINE
Many thanks for this week’s
donation of Bread & Wine given
in celebration of:
Their 50th Wedding
Anniversary
by
Anthony & Emily Affrunti

TABERNACLE LIGHT
Many thanks for this week’s donation
of the Tabernacle Light given in loving
memory of:
Antonia Tsarnas Birthday
by
Carolyn Cariello

POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION
June, 2021
The Beauty of Marriage
Let us pray for young people who are preparing for
marriage with the support of a Christian community: may they
grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.

MEMORIALIZE A LOVED ONE
Consider the possibility of a donation of the Bread &
Wine, Flowers for the Altar, Tabernacle Light, Purgatorial
Society, or the Memorial Worship Fund in memor y of a special
person. Names of all those memorialized will be published in the
bulletin. Call or stop by the Rectory to arrange your memorial.
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Revised Guidelines For Church
As of the weekend of June 5 – 6, the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days will be
lifted. With a view toward achieving 100% occupancy in a safe and responsible way, we are phasing in the following guidelines:
1. The tape will be removed from the pews. We still encouraged all parishioners, especially those who have not been vaccinated,
to practice hand hygiene and wear their masks
2. We will bring back Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to assist the priests and deacon with the distribution of Holy
Communion. The distribution of the Communion Cup will not be available at this time.
3. We will place Hymnals back in the pews for use by our parishioners.
4. We will be bringing back Altar Servers in September, but if any Altar Servers wish to serve now they may come to the Sacristy
before Mass and make themselves known to the priest and deacon.
5. Offertory Processions may resume on weekend Masses.
6. Parishioners are still encouraged to receive Communion in the hand. If anyone wishes to receive Communion on the tongue,
they should wait until everyone else has received and only then approach the minister for Holy Communion.
7. Collections will continue to be taken up by the ushers using long handled baskets.
Holy Water will not be put in the fonts, but has been put in the Holy Water Tank if anyone wishes to take some in their own
bottles.
Although the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass has been lifted, we remind parishioners who are not feeling
well to please stay home. We will continue to live stream all the Masses for those who cannot come to Mass or who are not feeling
well.
We ask that parishioners please be patient during this time as we seek to return to normal. It will take some time for all of
us to re-acquaint ourselves with the “norms” of the liturgy as we had been accustomed.

THIS IS THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH
PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH
This prayer can be added to
the end of the Rosary,
especially during this, the
Year of St. Joseph.
To you, O blessed
Joseph, do we come in our
tribulation, and having
implored the help of your most Holy Spouse, we
confidently invoke your patronage also. Through that
charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother
of God and through the paternal love with which you
embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously
to regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased
by his Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us
in our necessities.
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family,
defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most loving
father, ward off from us every contagion of error and
corrupting influence; O our most mighty protector, be
kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle with
the power of darkness.
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly
peril, so now protect God's Holy Church from the snares of
the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of
us by your constant protection, so that, supported by your
example and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to
die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven.
Amen.

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY
The 10:30 AM Mass on the first Sunday of each
month will be set aside for Members of the Purgatorial
Society. The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved
one in twelve consecutive first Sunday Masses. To enroll a deceased loved one in the Purgatorial Society we
ask that a $25 offering be made to Our Lady of Mercy
Church, and their names will be entered in the Purgatorial
Society Book in the Rectory. The names of the enrolled
members will be printed in the bulletin in the month they
are first enrolled only, and a complete list will be posted
in the Church Vestibule. Please consider this as a way of
remembering a loved one throughout the year.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
The 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal campaign begins with our goal of $77,953 So far, $59,549 has been
pledged and $50,932 has been received. Please consider
making a pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal, and
thank you for all that you do for Our Lady of Mercy Parish.
You may also make your ACA pledges at the
following website, if you have not received a donation
request by mail: www.annualcatholicappeal.org

EXERCISE IS BACK!!
OLM Golden Age Fitness & Fun Classes, with
Roseanne, will take place in the Parish Hall on Tuesday
mornings from 10:00am to 11:00am. There will be a
Donation of $2.00 requested. For information, call Tony
Santamaria at 929-404-1625

Page 5

Sunday, June 20, 2021
BULLETIN BOARD
Bereavement Support : Our Lady Queen of
Martyrs parish, Forest Hills, has a ber eavement
support group which offers spiritual support to those who
have recently suffered a loss. They offer a caring
environment, hope, and comfort; they are nonjudgmental
and respect privacy in all aspects of grieving and point
toward healing. Meetings are typically the first and third
Mondays of the month (except if a holiday weekend) and
are being held virtually via Zoom until further notice. All
meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. Contact group facilitator and
Commissioned Lay Pastoral Leader Yorke Mizelle at
ymizelle@gmail.com.
All New Yorkers 75+ and all New Yorkers with
disabilities are eligible to get a COVID-19 vaccine at
home. You can sign up for in home vaccination at
nyc.gov/homebound or call 877-VAX-4NYC
American Martyrs Church (79-43 Bell Blvd., at
Union Tnpk., Bayside) is bringing back BINGO on
Tuesday July 13,2021. Doors open at 6:00pm
Diocesan Pilgrimage :Oberammergau The Passion Play
includes visits to Rothenburg Rebensburg, Passau,
Salzburg, & Munich. The tr ip is fr om May 17th to May
26th. Bishop Octavio Cisneros will be the Spiritual
Director and Rev. Frank Schwarz will be the Chaplain. For
a brochure call Peters Way Tours at 516-605-1551 or the
email is peter@petersway.com.
****************************************

CONNECT TO FORMED!
FORMED, produced by the Augustine Institute, is
now available without charge to all parishioners of Our Lady
Of Mercy. All that is needed to visit the website is Internet
access and an e-mail account.
FORMED is an on-line resource for adult and youth
faith formation, prayer, sacramental preparation, and so much
more.
There
are
books,
audio
talks,
movies,
studies...something for everyone. This is literally the Catholic
Faith On Demand. The app can be downloaded very easily to
your computer or ROKU and also to your cell phone or iPad so
that you can enjoy the presentations wherever you happen to
be.
To register on FORMED:
1) Go to FORMED.org/signup
2) Enter our Zip Code, 11375, and select
Our Lady of Mercy.
3) Enter your name and email
If you already have a FORMED account:
1) Go to FORMED.org
2) Click on “Sign In”
3) Enter your email
4) Click the link in your email
5) You’re in! No more passwords!.

FOOD PANTRY
OUR FOOD PANTRY IS OPEN! The pantry will
be open on Saturdays between 10:00am and 11:00am.
There will be prepared bags to pick up. Masks must be
worn by all. And social distancing will be observed.
We always need food to re-stock the shelves.
Some suggestions are: tuna fish, canned stews, hash, or
Spam, Chef Boyardee, powdered or Parmalat milk, jelly,
rice, instant mashed potatoes, canned or packaged
soups, packets of pasta & rice “Sides”, canned fruits,
coffee, tea, hot chocolate, cookies, toothpaste, paper
towels, bathroom tissue, soaps, shampoos, and any other
personal hygiene and non-perishable food items.
Important Notice: Since we Cannot distribute food that
has expired. Please Check the Expiration Date on the
item Before You Donate It. Thank You.
We thank you in advance for your support!

ASSOCIATED VINCENTIAN CHARITIES OF
BROOKLYN GIVES BACK
Our Lady of Mercy will share in the profits. For
each donated car, truck or van, running or not, The
Associated Vincentian Charities will give back to our parish
$75/$200 per vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle,
but a family member, friend or neighbor has an old or
neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would like to
dispose of. Our Lady of Mercy Parish received several of
these donations in the past when our parish was mentioned
as people donated. We are grateful for your participation,
and hope that you will continue to spread the woed continue
to spread the word.
Call (718) 491-2525 or svdpauto-brooklynqueens.org

OLMCA NEWS
SUMMER / 4th of JULY
KICK OFF RAFFLE
Help support Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy
and win a chance at 3 fantastic prizes for family summer
fun . Get your raffle tickets into the Rectory fast as the
drawing is this coming Wednesday, June 23. PLEASE SEE
PAGE 7 OF THIS BULLETIN for details. THANK
YOU AS ALWAYS and HAPPY SUMMER from Our
Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy.

******************************
CONGRATULATIONS!
OLMCA
GRADUATING
CLASS OF 2021
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Dear Parishioners;
Water is all around us. Sometimes we lose sight of the fact that indeed we live on island. It is a substantial island
but certainly not the biggest in the world. It is only when the pain of arthritis bothers us on a rainy day that we realize that
we are surrounded by water: the East River, Hell's Gate, Long Island Sound and the Atlantic Ocean. Water surrounds our
Long Island home.
Water is the basis of all life. It is estimated that our bodies are about 80% water. We can survive several weeks
without food but only a few days without water. Water is absolutely necessary for life.
Yet despite its fundamental necessity for life, water is also extremely powerful and can be quite destructive. Here
in New York City we all remember the destructive path of Hurricane Sandy several years ago. Water inundated lower
Manhattan and devastated large areas of the City.
Water then has always had a double face: necessary for life and survival but also capable of great harm. Water is
featured in this Sunday's first reading and also in the Gospel taken from St. Mark. The first reading is an excerpt from the
Old Testament Book of Job. The Book of Job narrates the disasters visited on a pious, upright man. His friends offer
various traditional explanations for the cause of these multiple disasters. In these verses, God finally answers Job. He
confronts Job from within a storm. God challenges Job with His own creative power in which Job has had no part. God
describes His power over the waters in terms of a mother's care for her new baby. "Who shut within doors the sea, when it
burst forth from the womb, when I made the clouds its garment and thick darkness its swaddling bands?" God continues to
challenge Job because it is God, Who has set limits for the sea and Who stills the proud waves.
The Book of Job strikes a chord with almost every human being. Evil and disaster can and do strike good people.
Why? This is the problem of evil? Why do bad things happen to good people? The Book of Job, written before the
coming of Jesus, attempts an answer which boils down to "God's ways are not ours." Job is rebuked for questioning the
Creator of all things. There would be nothing without God. At the end of the Book, prosperity and family are restored to
Job because, despite everything, He will not curse God. He remains faithful. Instinctively Job senses that ultimately all
will be for the best although the process by which that takes place is often hidden from our eyes. Faith is necessary.
Faith is what is lacking in the disciples in the Gospel citation from St. Mark. Jesus and some of His disciples are
crossing the Sea of Galilee (also known as the Sea of Tiberius or the Sea of Kinnerath (in the Greek: Gennesaret) from the
east (the Jewish side) to the Gentile communities on the west bank of the Sea. The Sea of Galilee is located in a valley
hundreds of feet below sea level. The Jordan River flows into its north end and then from the south end continues to flow
to the Dead Sea. Storms can be frequent and sudden. Today's Gospel is the only one in the entire New Testament that
pictures Jesus asleep. In the face of the storm, the disciples begin to panic and perhaps are a little annoyed that Jesus
seems not to care about the fate of the boat and its passengers. The contrast is the serene sleep of Jesus to the panic of the
disciples. When they awaken Jesus, He rebukes the wind and waves: "Be quiet! Be still!"
As calm descends upon the disciples, they are awestruck but still do not perceive Jesus' true identity: "Who then is
this Whom even wind and sea obey?"
In the course of life all of us probably will have experiences either like that of Job or of the disciples. We may fear
that God had abandoned us or that does not listen to us. All the readings emphasize God's concern and love for us. At the
end of the book of Job, Job is reminded that God always loves him and that finally all will be well. In the Gospel the
disciples are bidden to have faith that He Who commands the seas and the waves will, in the long run, bring forth safety
from the storm. But faith is required. Do we believe that God can and will do this?
St. Paul wrote two letters to the community that he founded at the Greek city of Corinth. Paul had had a checkered
background. As a young man, filled with zeal for the ancient Jewish faith, he had led persecutions of those who followed
the Rabbi from Galilee. After Paul's radical conversion on the road to Damascus, Jesus heals Paul's past and Paul becomes
a new creation. Paul spent the rest of His life proclaiming the Gospel. That proclamation did not take place in a Pollyanna
world! Paul would face imprisonments, beatings, trials, exile and finally death during the reign of the Roman Emperor
Nero. Yet Paul persisted in the faith that "whoever is in Christ is a new creation: the old things have passed away; behold
new things have come." Paul was absolutely convinced, even in the face of difficulties, that ultimately and finally God
would be true to His Word and that Jesus was the first installment of the fulfillment of all the ancient promises. Those
promises boil down to God's desire to give us life and life to the full. God so loves us that, overcoming the laws of nature,
He became one with us so that in the end we might be one with Him. Impelled by that love, revealed fully in the life, death
and Resurrection of Jesus, we too can live undaunted by the world's storms, wave and winds.
In Christ,
Monsignor McGuirl

Sunday, June 20, 2021
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Established 1921

GLASCOTT
FUNERAL HOME
102-03 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

James A. Puccio
Lic. Funeral Director

MITRA HAKIMI
Realty Group LLC

Licensed Real Estate Brokers

Dr. Anthony Ripani
Family Dentistry
718-520-6717

(718) 268-4466

Kazmierczuk & McGrath
At tor ney s F or
Iro nwo rke rs

Portofino
Superb Italian Cuisine

104-14 Metropolitan Ave. 89-80 Cooper Ave. (Cor. Metropolitan Ave.)
Rego Park, 11374
Se Parla Italiano
Forest Hills, NY 11375

(718) 268-5588

www.MitraHakimi.com

Fax (718) 263-3278

MORE THAN JUST A PAINT STORE COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE & LASER DENTISTRY
Paints • Supplies • Scenics•Wallpaper
718.268.7792

263-7880

Restaurant • Bar • Private Party Room

OF FOREST HILLS

718.544.2400

Long-Time Parishioners

(718) 261-1239

Mitra Hakimi

103-10 Metropolian Ave.

7 1 8 .4 4 1 . 5 4 6 0

Where Old Friends And
Good Foods Meet
109-32 Ascan Avenue
Forest Hills, NY 11375

J & B Paint & Wallpaper Co. M E T R O S M I L E S

Etan Hakimi, Esq.

Louis W Gazda
Lic. Manager

www.metrosmiles.com

16 STATION SQUARE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375
718.268.1045

Kew Forest Plumbing

103-13 Metropolitan Ave. Forest Hills

“Serving Forest Hills Real Estate Needs Is Our Family Tradition Since 1910”

KUEBER REALTY

70-02 70 Avenue, Glendale, NY 11385

718-456-0800 • Fax 718-456-0700

Established 1990

Deborah Kueber

Licensed Real Estate Broker
103-08 Metropolitan Ave.
Forest Hills

www.ManorOktob erfest.com
73-11 Yellowstone Blvd. • Forest Hills

Lunch Specials Starting at $8

718-683-5290 / 347-526-2381
www.CBKueberRealty.com

Have Questions About 2021 Medicare Advantage Plans?

I Have Answers!

Call or text me, Gigliola Manrique to learn more now
at 917.548.9278 or gigliola.manrique@empireblue.com

Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New
American Bible Revised Edition translation is the
ideal Catholic Family Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section and
Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $69.99 post paid

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost
of _________ (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
post paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____

Telephone
(718) 268-7711

“Your Advocate for Good
Funeral Services”

Samuel Q. Baxter
1911-1985
S. Noel Baxter (Retired)
Wayne C. Baxter (Retired)

Over 100 Years of Funeral Services ~ Established 1906

Thaddeus W. Baxter
Danford S. Baxter
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