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Revised Guidelines For Church
As of the weekend of June 5 – 6, the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days
will be lifted. With a view toward achieving 100% occupancy in a safe and responsible way, we are phasing in the
following guidelines:
1. The tape will be removed from the pews. We still encouraged all parishioners, especially those who have not been
vaccinated, to practice hand hygiene and wear their masks
2. We will bring back Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to assist the priests and deacon with the
distribution of Holy Communion. The distribution of the Communion Cup will not be available at this time.
3. We will place Hymnals back in the pews for use by our parishioners.
4. We will be bringing back Altar Servers in September, but if any Altar Servers wish to serve now they may come to
the Sacristy before Mass and make themselves known to the priest and deacon.
5. Offertory Processions may resume on weekend Masses.
6. Parishioners are still encouraged to receive Communion in the hand. If anyone wishes to receive Communion on the
tongue, they should wait until everyone else has received and only then approach the minister for Holy Communion.
7. Collections will continue to be taken up by the ushers using long handled baskets.
Holy Water will not be put in the fonts, but has been put in the Holy Water Tank if anyone wishes to take some in
their own bottles.
Although the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass has been lifted, we remind parishioners who are
not feeling well to please stay home. We will continue to live stream all the Masses for those who cannot come to Mass
or who are not feeling well.
We ask that parishioners please be patient during this time as we seek to return to normal. It will take some time
for all of us to re-acquaint ourselves with the “norms” of the liturgy as we had been accustomed.

MEMORIALIZE A LOVED ONE
Consider the possibility of a donation of the Bread &
Wine, Flowers for the Altar, Tabernacle Light, or the
Memorial Worship Fund in memor y of a special per son.
Names of all those memorialized will be published in the
bulletin. Call or stop by the Rectory to arrange your memorial.

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY
The 10:30 AM Mass on the first Sunday of each
month will be set aside for Members of the Purgatorial Society.
The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved one in
twelve consecutive first Sunday Masses. To enr oll a
deceased loved one in the Purgatorial Society we ask that a $25
offering be made to Our Lady of Mercy Church, and their
names will be entered in the Purgatorial Society Book in the
Rectory. The names of the enrolled members will be printed in
the bulletin in the month they are first enrolled only, and a
complete list will be posted in the Church Vestibule. Please
consider this as a way of remembering a loved one throughout
the year.

50-50 RAFFLE WINNERS
Congratulations to the May 2021 Winners of the 50/50
Raffle:
1st Prize: Victor & Lori Maldonado
$335.00
2nd Prize: Joyce & Richard Bartz
$167.00
3rd Prize: Edythe V. Gallagher
$167.00
4th Prize: Joan Mullins
$83.00
5th Prize: Christine Lass
$83.00

CONNECT TO FORMED!
FORMED, produced by the Augustine Institute, is now
available without charge to all parishioners of Our Lady Of
Mercy. All that is needed to visit the website is Internet access
and an e-mail account.
FORMED is an on-line resource for adult and youth
faith formation, prayer, sacramental preparation, and so much
more. There are books, audio talks, movies, studies...something
for everyone. This is literally the Catholic Faith On Demand.
The app can be downloaded very easily to your computer or
ROKU and also to your cell phone or iPad so that you can enjoy
the presentations wherever you happen to be.
To register on FORMED:
1) Go to FORMED.org/signup
2) Enter our Zip Code, 11375, and select
Our Lady of Mercy.
3) Enter your name and email
If you already have a FORMED account:
1) Go to FORMED.org
2) Click on “Sign In”
3) Enter your email
4) Click the link in your email
5) You’re in! No more passwords!.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
The 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal campaign begins
with our goal of $77,953 So far, $57,418 has been pledged and
$48,731 has been received. Please consider making a pledge to
the Annual Catholic Appeal, and thank you for all that you do
for Our Lady of Mercy Parish.
You may also make your ACA pledges at the following
website, if you have not received a donation request by mail:
www.annualcatholicappeal.org
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Sunday, May 30, 2021

Dear Parishioners,
As you know, this Monday, May 31st, is Memorial
Day. For most people it is a time of relaxation, picnics,
beach, BBQ, and spending time with family and friends.
That is fine and well and very much needed after this past
year of COVID-19. I wish all of you a very Happy and
restful Memorial Day.
What is often forgotten, however, is the reason we
even have this holiday to begin with. On this day we
remember and honor those men and women who have
given their lives in service to our great nation. We should
never forget their sacrifice.
This year I am honored to give the invocation at
the memorial service sponsored by the American Legion
at Remsen Park on Sunday at 12noon. Although there will
be no parade this year due to pandemic restrictions, it is
still important for us to gather and honor the fallen and
their families, as well as to pray for those currently
serving and for peace. Please join us if you can. Below I
am including that very familiar poem written by LTC
John McCrae during WWI.
In Christ,
Fr. Frank
.

Get Ready, Everyone!
Father’s Day is approaching and this time OLM will
be honoring all of our fathers and “father figures” by
holding a raffle designed for them. Take a chance on
winning a propane grill, a tank of propane gas, and a $100
gift certificate for the meat to grill.
Raffle tickets are $5.00 each, and can be returned to
the Rectory by Wednesday, June 16th. The drawing will
take place on Thursday, June 17th

GOOD LUCK!
Name: ____________________________
Phone#: ___________________________
Name: _____________________________
Phone#: ____________________________
Name: ____________________________
Phone#: ____________________________
Name: _____________________________
Phone#: ___________________________
Name: ___________________________
Phone#: ___________________________
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Sunday, May 30, 2021

Dear Friends,
This Sunday the Church celebrates the mystery of the Holy Trinity. It is the Sunday on which we focus on the ineffable,
indescribable, inexplicable mystery, which lies at the heart of everything - God, but God in the intimacy of the divine inner life. This is
the God, Who creates those fantastic, apparently infinite distances of the universe and everything in it. And yet if our minds cannot
fully grasp those physical realities, in which we live and move and have our being - can we really hope to comprehend the Reality
underlying it all?
A great North African bishop, Saint Augustine, in the fourth century wrote (Sermon 117.5) that if we think we have
understood God, then what we have understood is not God! God always eludes our descriptions. Basically our knowledge of God,
inadequate as it must be, depends on His relationship with us. We know Him as Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier. In the early Church
it was reckoned that somehow those descriptions related to the innermost reality of God and so to this triune dimension we give the
name "trinity" (tri-unity) - three persons - three "whos", if you want, in the One God. I guess we could put it this way, God is so
brimming with vitality and life that He cannot be hemmed in by the normal language we use to describe one another!
Let's go back to St. Augustine again. He was the bishop of a North African town called Hippo, which no longer exists, but
which was once on the south shore of the Mediterranean Sea. One day Augustine, a renowned thinker, was strolling along the beach,
like we might do at Jones Beach or at Rockaway. On his walk he encounters a little boy who had dug a hole in the sand, just like little
kids still do. But this young boy was busy running back and forth from the surf, filling a pail with water, and dumping the water in the
hole he had dug. Augustine stopped and asked what the boy was doing? The child answered, "I am going to empty the entire sea into
this hole". Augustine smugly laughed and said that it would be impossible to do that; however, the boy shot back that it was "equally
impossible for you, bishop, to comprehend the mystery of the Trinity". As impossible as it was to squeeze the whole Mediterranean
Sea into that little hole, it is equally impossible to squeeze a full knowledge of the Trinity into the mind.
And yet we can say something about God! As humans we are forced to use words, images, and symbols to express ourselves.
We need those things to express what we have experienced of God, while acknowledging that we can never capture the divine Reality
with our language.
God is hidden except in so far as He is in relationship with us. Remember that first reading? It is from the Old Testament
Book of Deuteronomy. On Mount Sinai, Moses recognizes God as the Lord, Who has reached out to His people: "Did a people ever
hear the voice of God speaking from the midst of fire as you did and live?" God, despite our short-comings, has an intense desire to be
with us.
The second reading is from a letter Saint Paul wrote to the early Christian community at Rome. It was sort of letter of selfintroduction. The small Christian community at Rome consisted mostly of folks from a Jewish background. If they had heard of Paul
at all, it was probably as a persecutor of the early Church. They might not have been aware of his complete turn about, so Paul takes it
upon himself to fill them in. He wants to assure his readers that he shares their faith with them. Key to that faith is that through the
Spirit they are now children of God. In the letter, Paul emphasizes our divine adoption: "… that we are children of God, and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ if only we suffer with Him so that we may be glorified with Him."
Finally in the Gospel, taken from St. Matthew, Jesus appears to the apostles on the mountain in Galilee to which He has
ordered them. He says to them: "All power has been given to Me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
Name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, (even) until the end of the age." Here is another resonance or echo of the internal life of God.
In these and other Scriptural references, the early Church began to conceive something of the inner Reality of God. The
ancient Greek thinkers had a term to describe the inner life of the Trinity: "Perichoresis" - which means going or dancing around.
"Perichoresis" is like a vigorous lindy or spirited tarantella, each person interweaving, whirling in vibrant interaction with others. It is
not only a divine dance - it is a dance of love - it is an open circle inviting others unto the dance floor. God exists in relationship.
Some may prefer to sit this dance out, but the Three-In-One circles back again and again to draw us in - even changing the pace and
rhythm so that the clumsiest of us can learn the steps in this dance of divine love. This probably accounts for the various times in life
when a person is drawn to God.
One of my favorite films is the Dead Poets Society. Briefly it is the story of an unconventional English teacher,
played by the late Robin Williams, in an upscale boarding high school for boys. There is scene in which Williams is teaching his class
about poetry. He gathers the class together like in a football huddle: " …. huddle up, huddle up. I have a little secret for you: we read
poetry not because it's cute but because we are members of the human race, filled with passion … medicine, law, business, engineering
are noble pursuits, necessary to sustain life, but poetry, beauty, romance, and love are what we stay alive for…". Those are the very
things that touch on the divine; those are the things that touch on God; those are the things that draw us into the divine love affair,
which we call the Trinity. They touch on "that Beauty ever ancient ever new" (St. Augustine) - the Trinity, the God who beckons to us
to join in His dance of love.
In Christ,
Monsignor McGuirl
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