Our Lady of Mercy
70-01 Kessel Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375

Sunday April 18, 2021

Third Sunday of Easter

We, the Catholic faith community of Our Lady of Mercy are a welcoming parish, striving to serve the diverse
peoples of Forest Hills.
Rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we value our celebration of the Eucharist and Sacraments, our proclamation
of God’s Word and our loving outreach and service to others.
Trusting in God’s love and mercy, and recognizing our need for grace, we commit ourselves to the spirit of
inclusion through community service, faith sharing, education, outreach and spiritual growth.
We dedicate ourselves to live as a dynamic, compassionate and open faith community that inspires both present
and future generations to claim the mission of Christ as their own and live it with joy and integrity.

PARISH CLERGY

New Parishioners are most cordially welcomed. Please
introduce yourself to one of the priests and register at the
Rectory.
SACRAMENTS

Rev. Frank Schwarz, Pastor
Rev. Msgr. John McGuirl, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Mr. Dean Dobbins, Parish Deacon

Baptism: Contact the rectory to make an appointment
with the priest or deacon for the initial interview.
Baptisms are celebrated on the first and third Saturday of
each month. Instruction is required for the first Baptism

RECTORY
Tel: 718-268-6143
(Fax - 718-544-3764)
Web Site - www.mercyhills.org
E-Mail - office@mercyhills.org
Weekend Organist: Mr. Gary DiFranco
Administrative Assistant: Ms. Dian R. Malm
Part-time Secretary: Ms. Sandra Luongo
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9 A.M to 4 P.M.
Sunday Masses
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:30 A.M., 12:00 P.M.
Weekday Masses
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 A.M.
Devotions
Rosary & Divine Mercy Devotions every day following
9:00 A.M. Mass
Miraculous Medal Novena after 9am Mass on Monday
Holyday Masses - as announced
Office of Human Services & Pastoral Care
Deacon Dean Dobbins - 718-268-6143
Ex. 14
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy
Ms. Dana McCann, Principal
70-25 Kessel St.
718-793-2086
Secretaries - Ms. Revette Hinkson
Mrs. Donna Alleva
Office of Religious Education
Ana Tavares
Director of Religious Education
Side entrance of convent
(Call for appointment) - 718-268-6143
Email - olmercyreligion@gmail.com

Ext. 28

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 to 4:45 P.M.; For any other
time, please call rectory.
Holy Matrimony: Marriage arrangements must be made
at least six months prior to a wedding date. Call the
rectory for an appointment with a priest or deacon.
Anointing of the sick: This sacrament is available for any
baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering from
the effects of advanced age. It is also recommended for
anyone who is going to undergo serious surgery. Please
call the rectory to schedule an appointment for a priest to
visit your home. A communal celebration of this
sacrament will be scheduled twice a year.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory for a visit by
a priest or the services of a Eucharistic Minister.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
Monday
9:00 AM
Tuesday
9:00 AM
Wednesday
9:00 AM
Thursday
9:00 AM
Friday
9:00 AM
Saturday
9:00 AM

5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM

April 17th
1. Nancy Vetell
2. Joan Minischetti
3. Emanuele Russo
Joao Goncalves
April 18th
Anthony Belfiore
1. Louis & Pauline Pfohl
2. Joseph Labay
3. Joseph O’Doherty
Missa Pro Populo
April 19th
Michael & Joan Minishetti
April 20th
Bridget Murphy
April 21st
Richard Damico
April 22nd
Anthony Belfiore
April 23rd
Leonard Quigley & William & Andrew Kirby
April 24th
1. Joan Minischetti
2. Marie McSweeney
3. Catherine Macinick Jones
4. Leo Gillespie
Missa Pro Populo
April 25th
Emily Mitchell
1. Ludwig Muller
2. Roseanne Muller
3. Anna Muller
Arlene D’Arienzo

PRAY FOR THE SICK
Frank Gaynor, Eleanor Merlino, Felipe Vallejo,
Patricia Michel, Ethel Timmerman, Richard
Eisenzopf, Elaine Stumpp, Joann Sienkewicz, John
Holtzknecht, Fred Daheri, Mary Albert, Maureen
Medina, David Preis, George & Margaret Bender,
Virginia Winberry, Carolyn Kalnberg, Frank
Kalnberg, Patricia O’Sullivan, Christopher Kasten,
Christian Torres, Margaret Hefferon, Miariam Davis, Philip
Aniguili, Vera Garofalo, Ann Voll, Robert Manno, Maureen
Aniguili, Keith & Viola Sellons, Alice & Michael Coleman, Ed
Parham, William Conologue, Jonathan Chocko, and for all of our
parishioners who are currently hospitalized or homebound.

PRAY FOR THE ARMED SERVICES
Major Peter Sulewski, USA; Lt. Col. Patrick Davis,
USA (JAG); Sgt. Beau Parham, USA; Major Paul
Lentz, USAF; Sgt. Larry Saume, USA; Capt. Travis
Swiatocha, USMC; Pvt. Tim Richardson, USA;
SCSO Ajay James, (NSW) USN; SPC Benjamin
Bravmann; USA; PO2 John Schaefer, USCG; ; Rev.
Lt. Mark Bristol, USN; Rev. Col. James Krische, USA; and all
parishioners currently in the Military
Pray for all of our law enforcement officers, firefighters, and
first responders, who r isk their lives daily to insur e our safety.

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED
Officer Denis Mullaney
Emil Stalzer

April 18th
April 19th
April 20th
April 21st
April 22nd
April 23rd
April 24th

If you are not yet registered in the Parish, please stop
into the Rectory Office for a Census Form
Monday thru Friday from 9am to 4pm.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Many thanks for this week’s flower
donation given
in honor of:
Ruth Drucker’s 100th Birthday
by
Her Nieces & Nephews

BREAD AND WINE
Many thanks for this week’s
donation of Bread & Wine given
in loving memory of:
Joan Minischetti
by
Ellen & Jim Heffernan

TABERNACLE LIGHT
Many thanks for this week’s donation of
the Tabernacle Light given
in loving memory of:
Joan Minischetti
by
Ellen & Jim Heffernan
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POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION
APRIL, 2021
Fundamental Rights
We pray for those who risk their lives while
fighting for fundamental rights under dictatorships,
authoritarian regimes and even in democracies in crisis.

THIS IS THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH

PRAYER TO
ST. JOSEPH

OLM SPONSORING ADDITIONAL
BLOOD DRIVE
Sunday May 16, 2021
8:45am to 2:45pm
Don't Wait Until You're Bleeding To Give Blood

This prayer
can be added
to the end of
the Rosary,
especially
during this,
the Year of
St. Joseph.

To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in
our tribulation, and having implored the help of
your most Holy Spouse, we confidently invoke
your patronage also. Through that charity which
bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of
God and through the paternal love with which you
embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you
graciously to regard the inheritance which Jesus
Christ has purchased by his Blood, and with your
power and strength to aid us in our necessities.
O most watchful guardian of the Holy
Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ;
O most loving father, ward off from us every
contagion of error and corrupting influence; O our
most mighty protector, be kind to us and from
heaven assist us in our struggle with the power of
darkness.
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from
deadly peril, so now protect God's Holy Church
from the snares of the enemy and from all
adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your
constant protection, so that, supported by your
example and your aid, we may be able to live
piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal
happiness in heaven.
Amen.

There is no substitute for human blood. One in three
people will need blood some time during their life. One donation can help save three lives.

OLM has agreed to host another blood drive for the
New York Blood Center. This is because the region's blood
supply is dangerously low and donors are desperately needed. Many locations that would have hosted community blood
drives, such as schools and offices, have had to close, causing blood supplies to drop dangerously low. Additionally,
many of the mobile blood centers that the NYBC used before
the pandemic have been taken out of operation. With a local
blood drive like ours, it is much easier for donors to donate
and there is very little travel time.
Being a blood donor is an easy way to help a fellow
New Yorker.
There is a particular need for donors with type O+
and O- blood but, don't worry, all blood types are needed and
will be drawn.
For those of us who have walked the journey with our
relatives or friends receiving chemotherapy, we have witnessed their physical response to the treatments, the periodic
need for transfusions essential to replenish vital blood nutrients and to alleviate their symptoms of distress. We assume
blood will always be available when needed. This can only
happen if we take the time and offer the self-sacrifice of
helping another person, whom we will probably never know,
with our blood donation. Your donation matters. PLEASE
HELP.
Remember to bring your donor card or your donor ID
number, if you have one, and a photo ID on May 16th. Appointments are highly encouraged due to Covid-19 safety
guidelines. Eat a good meal before donating and do not skip
breakfast! Please help save a life.
Thank you.
OLM Blood Drive Coordinator
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MEMORIALIZE A LOVED ONE
Consider the possibility of a donation of the Bread &
Wine, Flowers for the Altar, Tabernacle Light, or the
Memorial Worship Fund in memor y of a special per son.
Names of all those memorialized will be published in the
bulletin. Call or stop by the Rectory to arrange your
memorial.

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY
The 10:30 AM Mass on the first Sunday of each
month will be set aside for Members of the Purgatorial
Society. The Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved one
in twelve consecutive first Sunday Masses. To enr oll a
deceased loved one in the Purgatorial Society we ask that a
$25 offering be made to Our Lady of Mercy Church, and their
names will be entered in the Purgatorial Society Book in the
Rectory. The names of the enrolled members will be printed
in the bulletin in the month they are first enrolled only, and a
complete list will be posted in the Church Vestibule. Please
consider this as a way of remembering a loved one
throughout the year.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
The 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal campaign begins
with our goal of $77,953.00. So far, $37,271.00 has been
pledged and $28,993.00 has been received. Please consider
making a pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal, and thank
you for all that you do for Our Lady of Mercy Parish.
You may also make your ACA pledges at the
following website, if you have not received a donation
request by mail: www.annualcatholicappeal.org

FOOD PANTRY
OUR FOOD PANTRY IS OPEN! The pantry will
be open on Saturdays between 10:00am and 11:00am. There
will be prepared bags to pick up. Masks must be worn by all.
And social distancing will be observed.
We always need food to re-stock the shelves.
Some suggestions are: tuna fish, canned stews, hash, or Spam,
Chef Boyardee, powdered or Parmalat milk, jelly, rice,
instant mashed potatoes, canned or packaged soups,
packets of pasta & rice “Sides”, canned fruits, coffee, tea,
hot chocolate, cookies, toothpaste, paper towels, bathr oom
tissue, soaps, shampoos, and any other personal hygiene and
non-perishable food items.
Important Notice: Since we Cannot distribute food that
has expired. Please Check the Expiration Date on the
item Before You Donate It. Thank You.
We thank you in advance for your support!

For Mothers’ Day this year, we will be offering
a chance to win a basket full of treasures that will make
any lady smile. Wine, chocolates, a pretty floral
bouquet, scented candle, a unique etched glass trinket
box complete with surprises, and lottery scratch offs
valued at $25.
Raffle tickets are $5.00 each, and can be
returned to the Rectory by Tuesday, May 4th. The
drawing will take place on Thursday, May 6th
GOOD LUCK!

Name: __________________________
Phone#: _________________________

Name: __________________________
Phone#: _________________________
Name: __________________________
Phone#: _________________________

Name: __________________________
Phone#: _________________________

Name: ______________________
Phone#: _____________________
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Dear Friends,
The death of Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, and the consort of Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom puts the
British royal family very much in the limelight again. Many of us have seen the Netflix series, The Crown. It is the story of Queen
Elizabeth II, who after seventy years is still the Queen of Great Britain and to whom Philip was married for seventy four years. The
first episodes of the series covers her early life both before and after her coronation in 1952. There is a scene in which, the Queen,
though official governor of the State Church - the Anglican Church, has become enthusiastic about the preaching of the late Doctor
Billy Graham.
The Queen has a major problem. Her father, of whom she was very fond, had to assume the throne because his brother
abdicated in order to marry the woman he loved, a twice divorced American, Wallis Warfield Simpson. Subsequently after her own
coronation, the new Queen learns that there is strong evidence that her uncle, in a misguided attempt to regain the throne, flirted with
the German Nazis before and up to World War II.
Now Graham is invited for tea at Buckingham Place and the Queen seeks his advice. She is fully aware that the message of
Jesus demands forgiveness, but she finds it almost impossible to forgive the uncle, who came very close to betraying his nation.
Graham does not back away from Jesus' teachings but he realizes the difficulty of putting them into practice. Doctor Graham
advises Elizabeth to beg forgiveness for her own lack of mercy and to pray for her uncle, the man she cannot forgive. Apparently
the dialogue is fictional but is based on several meetings the Queen had with Doctor Graham. They highlight the beauty of the
divine ideal as well as the difficulty of living it out in the face of worldly realities.
Queen Elizabeth is not alone; most of us have problems with forgiving. That second reading is from St. John's first letter to
the early Christians. John emphatically states that while sin may occur, Jesus is the expiation for those sins. And if we claim to be
His disciples without keeping His commandments then we are liars. This is rough language but it indicates the depth of John's
convictions about this matter.
What it all boils down to is that Jesus is the long-expected One. In the first reading from St. Luke's second book, the Acts
of the Apostles, Peter tells his fellow Jews that the God of their fathers has glorified Jesus, even though some of them had rejected
Him. Jesus was righteous but despised. Jesus is the fulfillment of God's promises, which essentially means that God wishes to share
His life with His people. In order to do this God has forgiven our offenses and our ignorant behavior. The death and Resurrection
of Jesus illustrate that.
The Gospel is also from St. Luke and forgiveness was one of his major themes. It is in Luke's Gospel that we read the
parable of the two debtors. The servant, who has a large debt, is forgiven by his master but the same man will not forgive someone
who owes him much less. Luke also narrates the story of prodigal son, whose father graciously and enthusiastically forgives a
wayward child.
In today's citation, Jesus appears to His still flabbergasted apostles. Earlier in this same Gospel, Luke relates that two
disciples on the road to Emmaus encountered the risen Jesus and how they had recognized Him in the "breaking of the bread".
Those two men joyfully returned to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples. Before they finish their story, Jesus appears to the larger
group. The Risen One is not a ghost or an apparition. He bears the signs of His love for us, the wounds in His hands and feet. He
eats with them. But He has overcome death and exists in a new glorified manner.
Jesus is the compassionate Presence of God in human existence and His disciples are to be His witnesses beginning in
Jerusalem. Asking for forgiveness and granting forgiveness are essential parts of evangelization. It is what brings about "Peace".
In today's Gospel, the Lord's greeting to His disciples is "Peace be with you". Jesus, the Risen One, extends the Father's peace to
His disciples and they are expected to extend that peace to others. Our greeting of "Peace" before Holy Communion at Mass is a
symbol of that peace, but it is not meant to be an empty symbol.
Mind you, we may find it very difficult to forget what was done to us or what we did to others. Forgiveness does not
necessarily mean forgetfulness. During the Lord's Prayer, we ask the Father to forgive us "our trespasses". Significantly we do not
ask Him to forget them. Forgive means to push the offense out of the way. Yet even that can be very difficult.
As Jesus' followers, it doesn't mean we have always been marvelously successful. The thing is to try. Probably we all have
heard it said by a person, no longer practicing their faith, that: "The reason I don't go to church is that the folks there are all
hypocrites (alluding to the fact that we all fail)". Our answer might be: "Well, there's always room for one more; we'll all move
over to make room". A hypocrite is one who seeks to deceive by pretending to be other than what they are. The Church includes
both saints and sinners and most of us are blend of both! But through the "breaking of the Bread" and the proclamation of the Word,
we want to receive the grace and support necessary to become the people we want to be - Jesus' friends and disciples both here and
in the Resurrection.
In fact a saint might be considered as a "sinner who keeps on trying". Here at the Eucharist, both saints and sinners gather
to obtain the strength to be what we want to be: friends and imitators of Jesus so that we too can walk with Him in the new life of
the Resurrection!
In the Risen Christ,
Monsignor McGuirl

Sunday, April 18, 2021
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Established 1921

GLASCOTT
FUNERAL HOME
102-03 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

James A. Puccio
Lic. Funeral Director

Dr. Anthony Ripani
Family Dentistry
718-520-6717

MITRA HAKIMI
Realty Group LLC

(718) 268-4466

Kazmierczuk & McGrath
At tor ney s F or
Iro nwo rke rs

Portofino
Superb Italian Cuisine

104-14 Metropolitan Ave. 89-80 Cooper Ave. (Cor. Metropolitan Ave.)
Rego Park, 11374
Se Parla Italiano
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Licensed Real Estate Brokers

(718) 268-5588
www.MitraHakimi.com

Louis W Gazda
Lic. Manager

7 1 8 .4 4 1 . 5 4 6 0

Long-Time Parishioners

Where Old Friends And
Good Foods Meet
109-32 Ascan Avenue
Forest Hills, NY 11375

(718) 261-1239

J & B Paint & Wallpaper Co. M E T R O S M I L E S

Etan Hakimi, Esq.

Fax (718) 263-3278

Mitra Hakimi

MORE THAN JUST A PAINT STORE COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE & LASER DENTISTRY
Paints • Supplies • Scenics•Wallpaper
718.268.7792

263-7880

103-10 Metropolian Ave.

Restaurant • Bar • Private Party Room

OF FOREST HILLS

718.544.2400

www.metrosmiles.com

16 STATION SQUARE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375
718.268.1045

Kew Forest Plumbing

103-13 Metropolitan Ave. Forest Hills

“Serving Forest Hills Real Estate Needs Is Our Family Tradition Since 1910”

KUEBER REALTY

70-02 70 Avenue, Glendale, NY 11385

718-456-0800 • Fax 718-456-0700

Established 1990

Deborah Kueber

Licensed Real Estate Broker
103-08 Metropolitan Ave.
Forest Hills

www.ManorOktob erfest.com
73-11 Yellowstone Blvd. • Forest Hills

718-683-5290 / 347-526-2381
www.CBKueberRealty.com

Lunch Specials Starting at $8

Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New
American Bible Revised Edition translation is the
ideal Catholic Family Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section and
Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $69.99 post paid

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost
of _________ (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
post paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____

Telephone
(718) 268-7711

“Your Advocate for Good
Funeral Services”

Samuel Q. Baxter
1911-1985
S. Noel Baxter (Retired)
Wayne C. Baxter (Retired)

Over 100 Years of Funeral Services ~ Established 1906

Thaddeus W. Baxter
Danford S. Baxter
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