Our Lady of Mercy
70-01 Kessel Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375

Sunday March 7, 2021

Third Sunday of Lent

We, the Catholic faith community of Our Lady of Mercy are a welcoming parish, striving to serve the diverse
peoples of Forest Hills.
Rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we value our celebration of the Eucharist and Sacraments, our proclamation
of God’s Word and our loving outreach and service to others.
Trusting in God’s love and mercy, and recognizing our need for grace, we commit ourselves to the spirit of
inclusion through community service, faith sharing, education, outreach and spiritual growth.
We dedicate ourselves to live as a dynamic, compassionate and open faith community that inspires both present
and future generations to claim the mission of Christ as their own and live it with joy and integrity.

PARISH CLERGY

New Parishioners are most cordially welcomed. Please
introduce yourself to one of the priests and register at the
Rectory.
SACRAMENTS

Rev. Frank Schwarz, Pastor
Rev. Msgr. John McGuirl, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Mr. Dean Dobbins, Parish Deacon

Baptism: Contact the rectory to make an appointment
with the priest or deacon for the initial interview.
Baptisms are celebrated on the first and third Saturday of
each month. Instruction is required for the first Baptism

RECTORY
Tel: 718-268-6143
(Fax - 718-544-3764)
Web Site - www.mercyhills.org
E-Mail - office@mercyhills.org
Weekend Organist: Mr. Gary DiFranco
Administrative Assistant: Ms. Dian R. Malm
Part-time Secretary: Ms. Sandra Luongo
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9 A.M to 4 P.M.
Sunday Masses
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 A.M., 10:30 A.M., 12:00 P.M.
Weekday Masses
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 A.M.
Devotions
Rosary & Divine Mercy Devotions every day following
9:00 A.M. Mass
Miraculous Medal Novena after 9am Mass on Monday
Holyday Masses - as announced
Office of Human Services & Pastoral Care
Deacon Dean Dobbins - 718-268-6143
Ex. 14
Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Academy
Ms. Dana McCann, Principal
70-25 Kessel St.
718-793-2086
Secretaries - Ms. Revette Hinkson
Mrs. Donna Alleva
Office of Religious Education
Ana Tavares
Director of Religious Education
Side entrance of convent
(Call for appointment) - 718-268-6143
Email - olmercyreligion@gmail.com

Ext. 28

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 to 4:45 P.M.; For any other
time, please call rectory.
Holy Matrimony: Marriage arrangements must be made
at least six months prior to a wedding date. Call the
rectory for an appointment with a priest or deacon.
Anointing of the sick: This sacrament is available for any
baptized Catholic who is seriously ill or suffering from
the effects of advanced age. It is also recommended for
anyone who is going to undergo serious surgery. Please
call the rectory to schedule an appointment for a priest to
visit your home. A communal celebration of this
sacrament will be scheduled twice a year.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory for a visit by
a priest or the services of a Eucharistic Minister.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
Monday
9:00 AM
Tuesday
9:00 AM
Wednesday
9:00 AM
Thursday
9:00 AM
Friday
9:00 AM
Saturday
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
Sunday
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM

March 6th
1. Michael Albert (80th Birthday in Heaven)
2. Gisele Bertrand
3. Clemensa Ardelean
Missa Pro Populo
March 7th
Krystyna Kisiel
Purgatorial Society
George Van Nostrand
March 8th
Deceased Members of the Sommero Family
March 9th
The Szabados Family
March 10th
Fred & Pia Parham
March 11th
Veronica Smith
March 12th
Steve Rubino
March 13th
1. Thomas J. Quinn Family
2. Madeline Wales (8th Anniversary)
3. Janet Senecal
William Walters
March 14th
Missa Pro Populo
1. Louis & Pauline Pfohl
2. Kathy Vitiello
3. Joseph Labay
Fred Parham

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Frank Gaynor, Eleanor Merlino, Felipe Vallejo, Patricia
Michel, Ethel Timmerman, Edward Sienkewicz,
Richard Eisenzopf, and for all of our parishioners who
are currently hospitalized or homebound.

PRAY FOR THE ARMED SERVICES

Major Peter Sulewski, USA; Lt. Col. Patrick Davis,
USA (JAG); Sgt. Beau Parham, USA; Major Paul Lentz,
USAF; Sgt. Larry Saume, USA; Capt. Travis Swiatocha,
USMC; Pvt. Tim Richardson, USA; SCSO Ajay James,
(NSW) USN; SPC Benjamin Bravmann; USA; PO2 John Schaefer,
USCG; ; Rev. Lt. Mark Bristol, USN; Rev. Col. James Krische,
USA; and all parishioners currently in the Military
Pray for all of our law enforcement officers, firefighters, and
first responders, who r isk their lives daily to insur e our safety.

March 7th
March 8th
March 9th
March 10th
March 11th
March 12th
March 13th
If you are not yet registered in the Parish, please stop into the
Rectory Office for a Census Form
Monday thru Friday from 9am to 4pm.

BREAD AND WINE
Many thanks for this week’s donation of
Bread & Wine given
in loving memory of:
John Vukel
by
Rok Vukel

TABERNACLE LIGHT
Many thanks for this week’s donation of the
Tabernacle Light given
in loving memory of:
Fred & Pia Parham
by
Al, Rita, & Christine Gina

MEMORIAL WORSHIP FUND
Many thanks for the donation to the Parish Memorial Worship
fund given in memory of:
Carol Polanish
by
Tina Mascioli

BAPTISMS
PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED
Virginia Grant
Robert Doran

POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION
FEBRUARY, 2021
Violence Against Women

We pray for women who are victims of violence, that they
may be protected by society and have their sufferings considered
and heeded.

We welcome into our faith community all those who were
baptized in the months of January & February:
Lucas Enzo Ricondo
Milo Sam Graf Khairassame

MEMORIALIZE A LOVED ONE
Consider the possibility of a donation of the Bread &
Wine, Flowers for the Altar, Tabernacle Light, or the
Memorial Worship Fund in memor y of a special per son.
Names of all those memorialized will be published in the bulletin.
Call or stop by the Rectory to arrange your memorial.
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,
We are often hampered, in our appreciation of the Word of God by a lack of historical perspective for ancient times
and places. Today's Gospel taken from St. John provides us with one such occasion.
Probably most of us think of the ancient Jerusalem Temple as a huge building, on the scale of a structure like St.
Peter's Basilica in Rome, which could accommodate thousands of worshippers in an indoor space. The Temple was very
much different. The actual building might have been about the size of Our Lady of Mercy Church but it was solely the
domain of the Jewish priests. And not the whole building was open to all of them. The interior was divided into three parts.
There was a vestibule (ulam), then a large open room (heikhal) which contained the altar of incense, the table with the showbread and the menorah. Beyond these spaces was a perfectly square room, the Holy of Holies (Kodesh ha Kodashin or
debir). The latter once was the site of the Ark of the Covenant - the golden box which contained the Ten Commandments.
About five hundred years before the birth of Christ, the Ark was stolen or destroyed during a Babylonian invasion. After
that time the room had been kept empty. It represented the mysterious and ineffable Presence of God. Once a year on Yom
Kippur, the High Priest entered the Holy of Holies and uttered the unspeakable Name of God, Yahweh (I am, Who am).
Some of the lower ranking priests burned incense in the heikhal and maintained the showbread and the menorah.
Other priests (their positions were inherited) regularly ministered in the forecourt of the Temple by slaughtering the
sacrificial animals and burning the choicest parts of the cadavers on the outside altars. The forecourt also contained two
large basins for rites of purification. Outside the precinct closest to the Temple edifice were other courtyards for Jewish
men, Jewish woman and finally furthest from the Temple building was the court of the Gentiles (non Jews,) who were
forbidden to approach any closer.
In these outer courtyards, the rabbis taught, people prayed and also the animal salespeople and the money changers
plied their trades. Ritual worship at the temple involved the sacrifice of animals. Pilgrims often did not own animals that
were "without blemish" so it was necessary to buy these animals at the Temple. Secular money which bore the emperor's
image was not permitted in the Temple precincts; only the shekel could be used. Animal salesmen and money changers
were integral to the life of the Temple. In the courtyards, the bleating of animals and the cries of competing salespeople
mingled with the prayers of the devout. It is in this setting that the incident outlined in today's Gospel took place.
Jesus was appalled by the venality and greed of the money changers and animal salespeople. Both groups took
advantage of the pilgrims to Jerusalem. And they did so in the very place where God's Name was believed to dwell! Jesus
drives out some of the money changers and the animal salespeople. What might have been necessary for the functioning of
the Temple has gotten completely out of hand and was a source of embarrassment and scandal. As Jesus says, the
courtyards of the temple have become a marketplace, not a place of prayer. The apostles recall words from the Old
Testament which are applied to Jesus' actions: "Zeal for Your house doth consume me."
The onlookers demanded some authoritative sign to back up Jesus' radical action. Typical of St. John's Gospel,
Jesus says one thing, it is misunderstood by His listeners but from the dialogue a new truth is discovered. The Temple Jesus
will rebuild in three days is not the Jerusalem Temple but the temple of His own body, which will be crucified but "in three
days I will raise it up"
The temple with its sacrifices was the place of communion with God. Particularly on Yom Kippur, the high priest
sprinkled some of the blood from a sacrificed unblemished lamb on both the Holy of Holies and the people gathered in the
courtyards. The idea was that God and His people were, as if a family, sharing one blood. The apostles would come to
understand that it is through Jesus that now we would have communion with God. He is the temple of the living God. His
sacrifice would be the ultimate gift for sin and His Resurrection would be Gods acceptance of Jesus' life combined with the
promise of eternal life for His followers. Life wins, death loses.
St. John placed today's reading immediately following the miracle at the Wedding Feast of Cana. At that wedding
banquet, a new vintage is revealed. Both that miracle and Jesus' action in the Temple are two great signs of things to come.
The new vintage will be revealed in the resurrection, by which God will provide new life in abundance. To a degree we will
all face certain elements of Jesus' passion, be it physical suffering, betrayal or misunderstandings in our families or among
our friends. Jesus faced those sufferings and so do we to some degree. The Resurrection teaches us that none of those
things have the final word.
It took the apostles sometime to comprehend what had happened. It may take us time also; however, our Lenten
observances: fasting, abstaining, acts of compassion and charity, and a renewed prayer life, bring us ever closer to an
understanding of what Jesus did and why He did it. Every action of Jesus was the human expression of God's dream for us.
And God's dream is that all of us would be saved. We trust in that and we know that only our own sinfulness and
waywardness can prevent the fulfillment of that dream.
God bless you,
Monsignor McGuirl
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PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH

BLOOD DRIVE RESULTS

This prayer can be added to the end of the Rosary, especially
during this, the Year of St. Joseph.

The New York Blood Center and Our Lady of Mercy
Parish are most grateful to the 54 parishioners, friends and
neighbors who took the time to donate at last Sunday's blood
drive. 61 whole blood donations were collected, exceeding
our goal of 51 pints. Since 3 lives can be affected by each
donation, our blood drive potentially benefited 183 lives.
A special thank you is sent to the 9 donors who
donated double red blood cells. This was the largest number
of double red blood cell donors we've ever had
Our next blood drive will take place approximately
mid-August 2021. Thank you once again for your dedication
to Our Lady of Mercy's Blood Drive
OLM Blood Drive Coordinator

To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our
tribulation, and having implored the help of your most holy
Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also. Through that
charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of
God and through the paternal love with which you embraced the
Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the
inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and
with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities.
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend
the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most loving father, ward
off from us every contagion of error and corrupting influence; O
our most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist
us in our struggle with the power of darkness.
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril,
so now protect God's Holy Church from the snares of the enemy
and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your
constant protection, so that, supported by your example and your
aid, we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to
obtain eternal happiness in heaven.
Amen.

OUR LADY OF MERCY
PURGATORIAL SOCIETY
The 10:30 AM Mass on the first Sunday of each month
will be set aside for Members of the Purgatorial Society. The
Purgatorial Society enrolls a deceased loved one in twelve
consecutive first Sunday Masses. To enr oll a deceased loved
one in the Purgatorial Society we ask that a $25 offering be made
to Our Lady of Mercy Church, and their names will be entered in
the Purgatorial Society Book in the Rectory. The names of the
enrolled members will be printed in the bulletin in the month they
are first enrolled only, and a complete list will be posted in the
Church Vestibule. Please consider this as a way of remembering
a loved one throughout the year.
The following individuals have been added to the
Purgatorial Society in the month of March:
John Thu Pham
Adeline Di Carlo
John Vukel
Peter Jahn
Joseph Hennessy
Antonio Sbrissa
Gina Sbrissa
Ezio Del Degan
Asmara Del Degan
Dr. Anthony Sileo
Margaret Scibelli
Douglas Spataro
Marie Spataro
Mary Ciorciari
James Patrick Clary

Thanks to our many donors we were able to obtain
61 pints of blood on February 28. The shortage of blood is
critical, and made more acute by the pandemic. These pints of
blood will save lives. Thank You so very much.
Fr. Frank

ASSOCIATED VINCENTIAN CHARITIES
OF BROOKLYN GIVES BACK
DONATE YOUR OLD CAR

50-50 RAFFLE WINNERS
Congratulations to the February 2021 Winners of the 50/50
Raffle:
1st Prize: Albrecht Staab
$335.00
2nd Prize: Mr. & Mrs. Breandan Fox
$167.00
3rd Prize: Maureen Kalnberg
$167.00
4th Prize: Carolyn Moss
$83.00
5th Prize: Gennaro Aliperti
$83.00

For each donated car, truck or van, running or not,
The Associated Vincentian Charities will give back to our
parish $75/$200 per vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a
vehicle, but a family member, friend or neighbor has an old or
neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would like to
dispose of. There is an IRS tax deduction, and free towing.
Our Lady of Mercy Parish has received several hundred
dollars this past year, thanks to your participation. Please
continue to spread the word.
Call (718) 491-2525 or svdpauto-brooklynqueens.org
.
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY RAFFLE
Our Lady of Mercy is having a Raffle! Take a chance or two,
or more, on a basket containing Msgr. McGuirl’s famous homemade
Irish soda bread, Gary’s homemade scones, a bottle of Bailey’s, a
small quilted wall hanging, and “scratch offs” valued at $50. Raffle
tickets are $5.00 each. Returns can be made to the Rectory by March
15th. The drawing will take place on March 16th at 2:00pm.

Name: ________________________________
Phone#: ____________________________
Name: ________________________________
Phone#: _____________________________
Name: ________________________________
Phone#: _____________________________

Name: _________________________________
Phone#: _____________________________

Sunday, March 7, 2021
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Established 1921

GLASCOTT
FUNERAL HOME
102-03 METROPOLITAN AVENUE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

James A. Puccio
Lic. Funeral Director

Dr. Anthony Ripani
Family Dentistry
718-520-6717

MITRA HAKIMI
Realty Group LLC

(718) 268-4466

Kazmierczuk & McGrath
At tor ney s F or
Iro nwo rke rs

Portofino
Superb Italian Cuisine

104-14 Metropolitan Ave. 89-80 Cooper Ave. (Cor. Metropolitan Ave.)
Rego Park, 11374
Se Parla Italiano
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Licensed Real Estate Brokers

(718) 268-5588
www.MitraHakimi.com

Louis W Gazda
Lic. Manager

7 1 8 .4 4 1 . 5 4 6 0

Long-Time Parishioners

Where Old Friends And
Good Foods Meet
109-32 Ascan Avenue
Forest Hills, NY 11375

(718) 261-1239

J & B Paint & Wallpaper Co. M E T R O S M I L E S

Etan Hakimi, Esq.

Fax (718) 263-3278

Mitra Hakimi

MORE THAN JUST A PAINT STORE COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE & LASER DENTISTRY
Paints • Supplies • Scenics•Wallpaper
718.268.7792

263-7880

103-10 Metropolian Ave.

Restaurant • Bar • Private Party Room

www.metrosmiles.com

16 STATION SQUARE, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375
718.268.1045

Kew Forest Plumbing

103-13 Metropolitan Ave. Forest Hills

“Serving Forest Hills Real Estate Needs Is Our Family Tradition Since 1910”

KUEBER REALTY

70-02 70 Avenue, Glendale, NY 11385

718-456-0800 • Fax 718-456-0700

OF FOREST HILLS

718.544.2400

Established 1990

Deborah Kueber

Licensed Real Estate Broker
103-08 Metropolitan Ave.
Forest Hills

www.ManorOktob erfest.com
73-11 Yellowstone Blvd. • Forest Hills

718-683-5290 / 347-526-2381
www.CBKueberRealty.com

Lunch Specials Starting at $8

Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New
American Bible Revised Edition translation is the
ideal Catholic Family Bible.

MDMedAlert

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section and
Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $69.99 post paid

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost
of _________ (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
post paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____

Telephone
(718) 268-7711

“Your Advocate for Good
Funeral Services”

Samuel Q. Baxter
1911-1985
S. Noel Baxter (Retired)
Wayne C. Baxter (Retired)

Over 100 Years of Funeral Services ~ Established 1906

Thaddeus W. Baxter
Danford S. Baxter
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