
UPDATE ON CHURCH SERVICES 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
 As many of you may be aware from the newspapers, and television, Churches will slowly begin to reopen 
in the New York City area.  The openings will be phased and gradual.  Please be advised that Our Lady of Mercy 
Parish is in the Brooklyn Diocese, which consists of the two urban counties of Kings (Brooklyn) and Queens.  
Staten Island, Manhattan, the Bronx and six upstate counties comprise the Archdiocese of New York.  Cardinal 
Dolan is the Archbishop of the New York Archdiocese.  Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio is our bishop.  Nassau and Suffolk 
Counties are the Diocese of Rockville Centre.  Because two of the covid19 epicenters in the City were located in 
our Diocese, the rules that pertain to us may differ slightly from those in place in the Archdiocese of New York (or 
in the Diocese of Rockville Centre).    
 
 Churches may reopen for a few hours every day beginning on Tuesday, May 26th.  Our Church was 
already thoroughly washed when the pandemic started but in order to give our staff a chance to sanitize again 
and also adopt the necessary protocols, we will reopen on Wednesday, May 27th from 11:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.  At 
this time, the Churches are being reopened for Private prayer and Private devotions.  There will not be any public 
liturgies for the immediate future.  If you desire to make a private visit to the Blessed Sacrament in the Church, 
the following rules are in place: 
 
 The Church has been marked so that everyone will be at least ten feet from anyone else.  The only 
exception is for family groups who live together; everyone else is to sit at least six feet from their neighbors.  
Crosses on the pews indicate where one may sit or kneel.  Certain areas have been designate as family locations.   
 
 Please wear a face mask from home and continue to wear it in Church.  When in Church, please wear 
gloves.  Do not touch any statues, or the candle-stands.  Each day after the Church closes the tops of the pews will 
again by disinfected.    
 
 Anyone who does not feel well or who is elderly is asked not to visit the Church until further notice.  The 
elderly and physically compromised have suffered the most from the pandemic.   
 
 No more than ten individuals are to be in the Church at any given moment.    
 
 Baptisms, Funerals, and weddings may be performed but without a Mass.  Attendance is restricted to ten 
people, all of whom are socially distanced and are wearing face masks.  The marriages planned in this parish for 
April and May were postponed.  Hopefully the Weddings for June, July and August can be performed under more 
normal circumstances.   
 
 For funerals we have been conducting curb-side commendations and blessings during this period.  What 
will be permitted in the Church is not much more than that but if you have a death in the family, please have your 
undertaker contact the rectory.  Baptisms can be performed but again limited to ten people, who are socially 
distanced and wearing masks.  They cannot be performed without consulting the Chancery Office of the Diocese.  
In effect, Baptisms are still postponed, except for emergencies.    
 Please remember that we are live-streaming Mass on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at 9:00 
A.M. and on Sunday at noon.  Our website is:  www.mercyhills.org.   
  
Be well, be safe and God bless you. 
 
In Christ, 
Msgr. McGuirl 
 


